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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


DETAILS of the progress made during the last 12 months on the 
development of Crawley New Town were given by Sir Thomas 
Bennett, C.B.E., F.R I B.A., chairman of the Crawley Develop- 
ment Association, at a meeting on December 9. p. 626 


MR. NIEL MARTIN-KAYE, F.R.I.B.A., has made a number of 
observations on the R.I.B.A. Report on the Present and Future 
of Private Architectural Practice. p. 637 


TWO REPORTS dealing with certain aspects of the reconstruction 
of the City of London were presented to the Court of Common 
Council last week. The first outlined a proposal for improving 
the layout of Ludgate-circus and Blackfriars bridgehead and 
the second gave details of an alternative scheme for the recon- 
struction of the area around Cheapside. p. 639 


A LEGAL CORRESPONDENT gives a brief summary of the 
Leasehold Property (Temporary Provisions) Bill which received 
its second reading in the House of Commons last week. p. 640 


MR. ROBERT O. LLOYD, O.B.E., President, N.F.B.T.E., 
ina speech in London on December 12, replied to recent criticisms 
of the building industry and stated that the country will have 
to build well over 300,000 houses a year until 1965 if it is to keep 
pace with requirements. p. 646 


“THE BRITISH ARCHITECT” 


NEW TOWNS PROGRESS 


THE Reports by the Corporations of nine New Towns, 

published in one volume (price 5s. 6d.) by H.M. Stationery 
Office, make fascinating reading. Some have made better 
progress than others, but none are contented with the progress 
they have made. In view of the necessity to make this essential 
part of our town and country planning programme a success 
(and speed is the essence of the contract), it is worthwhile to 
review some of the causes of delay and difficulty, either expressed 
or inherent in these reports, particularly those relating to the 
New Towns designed to take the overspill from London. 

These teething troubles can be briefly summarised under three 
heads: Too many controls; expense of public services ; 
industry. The Harlow Report lays particular erphasis upon 
too many controls by Ministries and local authorities, and the 
Corporation puts on record that progress has been unnecessarily 
delayed and its expenses unnecessarily swollen by prolonged 
scrutiny on the part of officials of the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning of matters of detail which might reasonably 
have been left to the Corporation’s discretion. Another ham- 
pering form of control referred to’ in the Hemel Hempstead 
Report arises from the fact that acquisition of land by the Cor- 
poration is limited to land needed for construction two or three 
years ahead. The Corporation of a new town only has complete 
control over development on the land it owns. Over the rest, 
reliance has to be placed on the powers (recently diluted by the 
revised General Development Order) vested in the local planning 
authority. When the New Towns Act was passed, it was gener- 
ally assumed that the whole area of a new town would be quickly 
acquired by its Corporation. The present cheeseparing policy 
of the Treasury must result not only in inadequate, complicated 
and time-wasting dual control but also in dissipating possible 
land assets. 

The expense of providing public services, particularly in rela- 
tion to sewage disposal, is referred to in more than one report. 
In particular, the Crawley Development Corporation refers to 
the difficulty of providing new public services in accordance with 
the high standards of the day, and at the high costs now ruling. 

As for industry, each Corporation around London is con- 
cerned with the problem of attracting industry in order to ensure 
that the new town shall be largely self-sufficient in this respect 
and not become merely a dormitory. Industry seems willing 
enough to come out of London, but at Harlow, for example, 
the obstacle appears to be that building licences cannot be 
obtained for factories. This raises the question : How can new 
towns get ahead if they are subject to contradictory government 
controls ? On the one hand, urged to progress as part of regional 
programmes of development and redevelopment ; on the other 
hand checked by another department of government instigated, 
we suspect, by the Board of Trade. These New Town Reports 
indicate that the Corporations are eager and ready to go ahead, 
but as we pointed out in an earlier issue, this wise method of 
decentralising Greater London is dependent for its success upon 
the Board of Trade both checking the expansion of industry 
in London and helping to move it, as apparently much of it is 
willing to move, into the New Towns and existing towns that 
are due for expansion. 








SOANE’S ‘‘PERSONAL STYLE” 


‘THE name of Soane is still one to make architects prick up 

their ears, for, whatever else he may have been, he was the 
supreme experimentalist of his time. Thus, any study of his 
work, especially one having the scholarly distinction of that 
which Mr. Summerson gave on Tuesday evening at the R.I.B.A., 
is sure to excite a high degree of interest. 

Soane, of course, could handle the Orders as competently, 
and as decoratively, as any of his conventional contemporaries 
—witness the Tivoli Corner at the Bank of England—but he 
rebelled against the dominance of rigid classic convention, 








Michelangelo’s ‘‘ Virgin and Child,’’ shown at the current Exhibition of 
sixteenth- and seventeenth-century masters at the Royal Academy. 
(See note below) 
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particularly in relation to interior design, and’ sought diligently 
for a fresh mode of expression... Though an admirer of the 
orthodox Chambers, who befriended him, he turned as a young 
man instinctively to the opposing school of architects, among 
whom was his master, George Dance the Younger, of Newgate 
Prison fame. 

Soane was essentially a constructive architect, and in his great 
interiors at the Bank he discarded the conventional neo-classic 
and evolved that lean, functional, arcuated architecture of his, 
relieved ty flat reedings, flutings and incised frets. These 
characteristics and others of the essential Soane style—including 
domed space surmounted by a lantern—first appear in the Bank 
Stock Office, the inspiration of which Mr. Summerson has 
traced to works of Dance and, rather surprisingly, Sir Robert 
Taylor. Having found the forms in which he could best express 
himself Soane settled down to exploit them to the fullest extent 
of their possibilities. ‘* The Soane style,” said Mr. Summerson 
in the course of a masterly summing up, “‘ was evolved rapidly 
and completely within a few years, when Soane was aged, Say, 
38-45, and when he had the advantage of frequent discussion 
with and help from George Dance. Everything before that 
period was either academically derivative or feeble and affected ; 
everything afterwards depended on the half-dozen or so themes 
of the creative period. These were combined, expanded, con- 
verted, inverted and modified in all sorts of ways, but not a 
single new theme was added to their number. Soane became the 
prisoner of his own style.” 

It is difficult for us to realise that the characteristic work of 
Soare, which has long fallen into-its place as an intensely 
personal contribution to the English neo-classical tradition, was 
at the time of its creation looked upon much as extreme 
modernism is regarded by many to-day. A ribald rhymer 
referred to it as being “‘ ribbed like loins of pork,” and ridicule 
and abuse of his work at last became so intolerable to the 
sensitive Soane that he took proceedings against his tormentors 
for libel. In spite of all the detraction Soane followed his own 
path and ended as the honoured head of his profession. Alas, 
that so much of his work, particularly at the Bank of England, 
should have disappeared. 

Mr. Summerson’s paper was a notable contribution to 
architectural scholarship. We shall give the substance of it in 
a forthcoming issue. 












NOTES ann NEWS 


Architecture in Wandsworth 


WANDSWORTH Borough Council has 

approved a recommendation that the 
responsibility for the architectural work of 
the Council, hitherto carried out in a separ- 
ate department under the control of the 
Borough Architect, Mr. W. H. Beesley, 
A.R.I.B.A., F.R.LC.S., be transferred to the 
Borough Engineer and Surveyor, Mr. P. V. 
Marchant, A.M.Inst.C.E., M.I.Mun.E., re- 
gistered architect, who is given the designa- 
tion “Borough Engineer, Surveyor and 
Architect.” 


Three months’ formal notice has been 
given to Mr. Beesley terminating his appoint- 
ment with the Council as Borough Architect, 
to take effect on February 28, 1951, and he 
has been offered re-engagement on the per- 
manent ‘establishment of the Council, com- 
mencing on March 1, 1951, as “ Housing 
Architect” in the Borough Engineer's 
Department at his present salary and scale. 

The remaining staff of the Borough Archi- 
tect’s Department will be transferred on 
March 1, 1951, to the Department of the 
Borough Engineer, Surveyor and Architect. 

The Borough Architect’s department at 
Wandsworth commenced to function on 
March 1, 1947, and in addition to the con- 


trol of new housing constructional work the 
Borough Architect was responsible for 
(a) control and issue of building licences; 
(b) maintenance and repair of all Council 
buildings other than housfng properties; (c) 
conversion of houses into flats. 

In April, 1948, the work involved in (a) 
and (b) above, together with the appropri- 
ate staff, was transferred back to the control 
of the Borough Engineer and the programme 
of conversions has now been completed. 

The work remaining under the control of 
the. Borough Architect, states a report of 
the Establishments Committee to the Coun- 
cil, is therefore solely that in connection 
with new housing construction. 


Masters of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth 
Centuries 

THE Winter exhibition at Burlington 
House consists of the works of Holbein 
(1497-1540) and other masters of the six- 
teenth and seventeenth centuries—among 
them Hans Eworth, Michelangelo, Tin- 
toretto, Annibale Carracci, Guido Reni, 
Salvator Rosa, and others—loaned, many 
from the King’s collection’ (92 -works), the 
Louvre and other great Continental galleries 
and private collections. It would be in- 
vidious to select any special work for men- 
tion when one notes that no fewer than 
459 paintings and drawings are to be seen. 








Their merits have been acclaimed so many 
times that little can be added. After ad- 
miring the varied and skilled technique. 
composition and colour, one is impressed by 
the decorative value of the paintings. 

Without doubt, the picturesque costumes 
of their periods are of great value. The 
drawings, in various media, are of special 
interest and great freedom; there is no 
hesitancy of execution. A number of these 
are known through reproduction; others are 
not. Here, indeed, is a great opportunity 
to study from the originals the many pic- 
tures brought together from normally in- 
accessible sources. Michelangelo’s marble 
relief (illustrated above) is _ entitled 
“The Virgin and Child”; also in the com- 
position is the infant St. John, who holds a 
goldfinch. This has been lent by the Royal 
Academy; it was presented to them by Sir 
George Beaumont, an amateur and liberal 
patron of the Arts. The pictures are well 
hung and an excellent informative catalogue 
has been produced, doing credit to those 
responsible for its production. The exhibi 
tion remains open till March 7. 

W. J. W. 


R.I.B.A. Christmas Holiday Lectures 
Proressor W. G. Horrorp, F.R.I.B.A., 
has undertaken to give this year’s Christmas 


Holiday Lectures at the R.I.B.A. His Sub- 
ject is to be “ The. Growth of. a Town”: 
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the lectures will range from the random 
grouping of primitive huts, through the evo- 
lution of set patterns following the appear- 
ance of public buildings, the need for pro- 
tection, the development of urban industry 
and means of transport up to the creation 
of the new towns of to-day. The dates and 
titles are: January 3: “Towns and Town- 
Places”; January 4: “Towns and Towns- 
people ”; January 5: “ New Towns.” Tickets 
may be obtained, free on application, from 
the Secretary, R.I.B.A., envelopes being 
marked Christmas Holiday Lectures in the 
top left-hand corner. 


Cede of Practice (2100 B.C.) 


A CORRESPONDENT WRITES:—Your readers 
will doubtless be surprised to learn that codes 
of practice and building bye-laws are by no 
means a product of modern times. The fol- 
lowing extract from the Code of Laws. of 
Hammurabi, King of Babylon (2100 B.c.), 
was come across by the contributor during 
some researches. In its original form it was 
inscribed in cuneiform characters on a tablet 
found in the ruins of Babylon. The charac- 
ters were transcribed by Mr. R. F. Harper, 
and were recorded in the proceedings of the 
Brooklyn Engineers’ Club in 1925. 

1.—If a builder build a house for a man 
and do not make its construction firm, and 
the house which hé has built collapse and 
cause the death of the owner of the house, 


_the builder shall be put to death. 


2.—If it cause the death of the son of the 
owner of the house, they shall put to death 
a son of the builder. 

3.—If it cause the death of a slave of the 
owner of the house, he shall give the owner 
of the house a slave of equal value. 


4.—if it destroy property, he shall restore 
whatever it destroyed; and, because he did 
not make the house which he built firm and 
it collapsed, he shall rebuild the house which 
collapsed at his own expense. 

5.—If a builder build a house for a man 
and do not make its construction meet the 
requirements and its walls fall in, that builder 
shall strengthen the walls at his own expense. 

This “incentive scheme” seems to have 
encouraged builders of the day to make good 
buildings, as can be seen from some of their 
work which has survived and was revealed 
during the excavations of Ancient Babylon. 


A Mock Arbitration 


THE COLLAPSE of the village hall after it 
had been standing for only seven months, 
and while there was a dance in progress, had 
apparently caused quite an uproar in the 
village of Wallop Magna, and it became the 
subject of a Mock Arb'tration held by the 
Surrey branch of the Faculty of Architects 
and Surveyors, and the Faculty of Sur- 
veyors of Engiand, at the Greyhound Hotel, 
Sutton, on December 6. The Arbitration 
was based upon the book “ Jago v. Swiller- 
ton and Toomer” by Mr. H. B. Creswell, 
F.R.1.B.A. 

The exact cause of the building’s collapse 
was difficult to determine owing to its 
completely demolished state, but it did 
appear to point to faulty design on the part 
of the architect or bad workmanship on the 
part of the builder. However, there was 
complete disagreement as to the cause of 
the disaster and it was finally decided, by 
the three parties concerned, to submit the 
case for arbitration. 

‘ A number of different views were put 
before the arbitrator by way of an ex- 
planation of the disaster and the claimant 
tried to prove that it was due to negligence 
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PRESTRESSED CONCRETE BRIDGE, OXFORD. This bridge over the Cherwell at Oxford 
is of prestressed foit-tensioned fixed arch construction, the first of its type. The span is 45 feet and 
the design load is 100 Ib./sup. ft. The depth of the main beams at mid span is 9 in. The arches are 


post-tensioned by the ‘‘ Freysinnet ’’ system. 
Construction, Ltd. Messrs 


on the part of the architect or the builder 
or both. But having listened to all the 
viewpoints, the arbitrator was unable to 
agree that negligence had been proved 
against either the architect or the builder 
and the case, therefore, went against. the 
claimant. 


Mr. H. B. Creswell, the author of the 
work used as the basis of the Arbitration 
was present and said something of the rather 
unusual circumstances which led him to 
write his book. This in turn was based on 
his own experience as an architect. 


The barristers who had offered their 
services had received briefs in the usual 
way and there had been consultations be- 
tween the various participants and their 
representing counsel, but there had been no 
rehearsals and the evening proved to be both 
entertaining and instructive. 


St. George’s, Southwark 


PLANS have now been completed by Mr. 
Romilly B. Craze, F.R.1.B.A., for the re- 
construction of St. George’s Roman Catholic 
cathedral, Southwark, which was destroyed 
by fire during an air raid in April, 1941. The 
work is out to tender and contractors are 
likely to be appointed shortly. It is under- 
stood that the rebuilding will cost about 
£300,000 and will take five years to complete. 

Mr. Craze has followed the main lines of 
the old Pugin church, the walls of which re- 
main standing. The rest of the cathedral will 
be completely reconstructed and will incor- 
porate additions and improvements. 


Derby Cathedral Restoration 


Durinc the war a stone pinnacle was 
knocked off the 178-ft. tower of Derby 
Cathedral by the cable of an escaped bar- 
rage balloon. Work has now begun on the 
task of repairing the damage. The remain- 
ing pinnacles are also being removed and 
rebuilt, using old and new stones. All stones 
have to be hauled by rope as the winding 
staircase of the Cathedral is too narrow. A 
diocesan fund is being started in connection 
with the repair, as War Damage compensa- 
tion is insufficient to cover the cost. 


Professional Announcements 

Mr. FrReperrck Grsserp, F.R.1.B.A., M.T.P.L, 
announces that from December 27, his address will be: 
8, Percy-street, London, W.1 (Tel.: Langham 6385/6). 


The bridge was constructed by Taylor Woodrow 
R. Travers, Morgan and Partners were the consulting engineers 


Mr. E. Emrys Epmunps, F.R.I1.B.A., is relinquishing 
his post as the Technical Adviser for Wales to the War 
Damage Commission and is resuming private practice 
as a chartered architect at 4, Brunswick-gardens, St. 
Helen’s-road, Swansea. 

Mr. Kerry P. Roserts, L.R.I.B.A., Roberts and 
Butterfield, has moved from 6, Avery-row, New Bond- 
street, W.1, to 21, Woodstock-street, New Bond-street, 
W.1. Tel. : Grosvenor 1140. He is now practising 
under the name of Keith P. Roberts, L.R.I.B.A., at the 
new address, and 2-4, Upper Dagnall-street, Market 
Place, St. Albans, Herts. Tel.: St. Albans 6886. He 
will be pleased to receive trade catalogues, etc. 

Messrs. H. S. HAUGHTON AND PARTNERS, quantity 
surveyors, announce that on December 20, they will 
be moving their Exeter office from 4, Northernhay- 
place, Exeter, to 171, Sidwell-street, Exeter (Tel.: Exeter 
54568). 


COMING EVENTS 


Monday, December 18 

Houstnc Centre.—Opening of exhibition of housing 
associations’ post-war housing schemes. 13, Suffolk- 
street, Haymarket, S.W.1. 9 a.m. Continuing until 
January 13. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS (MIDLAND 
CounTiIES BRANCH).—“ Shell Concrete,” by Mr. D. W. 
Cooper, B.Sc. Derby. 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 19 

ARCHITECTURAL SCIENCE Boarp.—“‘ Developments 
in the Design and Construction of Furniture,” by Mr. 
D. W. Pye, A.R.I.B.A. 66, Portland-place, W.f. 
6 p.m. 

L.M.B.A. (NoRTH-WESTERN AREA).—Annual Christ- 
mas Luncheon. Gayton Rooms, Harrow. 1! p.m. 


FROM. “ THE BUILDER” OF 1850 
Saturday, December 14, 1850 


CONDITION OF WESTMINSTER BRIDGE.— 
Another year has nearly passed, and this 
crazy. old structure still remains an eyesore, 
and. what is even worse, a hindrance to the 
traffic of our noble river. A _ Bill was 
passed last year for the construction ef a 
temporary bridge, which it was calculated 
would occupy fifteen to eighteen months’ 
building. No step has yet been taken, and 
therefore it is evident that two winters must 
elapse before another thoroughfare can be 
obtained. What is most to be dreaded, per- 
haps, is a severe frost: it is quite true, by the 
removal of London Bridge, there is not much 
to fear below Westminster Bridge, but, in- 
asmuch as that bridge is for the most part 
blocked up, there is everything to fear from 
an aceumulation of ice above; and it is also 
in evidence that in such an event the greatest 
mischief is to be apprehended. 





THE BUILDER December £5 1950 


A bus station for Manchester, designed by D. Cartledge, B.Arch. 


LIVERPOOL SCHOOL 
OF ARCHITECTURE 


Students’ Recent Work 


N interesting ceremony took place 
recently at the Liverpool School 
of Architecture when a visit was paid 
by a deputation representing the Reilly 
Medal and Prize Fund Committee to 
hand over formally to the University 
of Liverpool 21 bronze Reilly Medals 
and a cheque for over £1,360. The 
deputation comprised Mr. N. J. Aslan, 
A.R.L.B.A., chairman of the Committee ; 
Mr. W. Crabiree, F.R.I.B.A.; Mr. 
J. H. Forshaw, M.C., F.R.I.B.A. ; and 
Mr. A. G. Sheppard Fidler, M.A., 
F.R.1.B.A. Dr. J. F. Mountford, vice- 
Chancellor, and other officers of the 
University also attended the ceremony, 
which was held in the main lecture 
theatre of the School. Owing to the 
large number of students now at Liver- 
pool, the audience had to be restricted 
to some two hundred undergraduates 
from the senior years. 


The Reilly Medal and Prize (value 
£35) are to be offered annually for the 
best thesis design as submitted in pro- 
ject drawings, and the first award is to 
be made at the end of the present 
session. 

Tributes to Professor Reilly’s great 
work for the School were paid in a 
succession of speeches by the vice- 
Chencellor, Mr. Aslan, Mr. Sheppard 
Fidler and Professor Budden. 


In connection with the ceremony a 
small exhibition of recent and current 
work was on view, some examples of 
which are reproduced on this and the 
following page. 


Housing scheme for forestry workers, by W. G. Reed 


An hotel, Ludlow, by W. E. Topley 
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A country hotel, Castle Carr, Yorks, by Ruth 


A county college, Montgomeryshire, by G. E. Roberts, B.Arch. 


LIVERPOOL SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE 
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CRAWLEY NEW TOWN PROGRESS 
Development Corporation’s Fourth Report 


THE successful completion of 12 months 

of steady progress with their pro- 
gramme of co-ordinated building develop- 
ment, was the general impression given by 
Sir Thomas Bennett, C.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., 
chairman of the Crawley Development Cor- 
poration, when he presented a detailed re- 
port on the Corporation’s work during the 
past year to an audience of representatives 
of local government and other public bodies 
concerned with.the administration of the 
(Crawley New Town area assembled in the 
George Hotel, Crawley, Sussex, on Decem- 
ber 9. It was the fourth complete report to 
be given on the progress of work. 


Sir Thomas’s remarks covered every as- 
pect of the work completed’and in hand, and 
included several references to future pro- 
jects, such as the development of four other 
neighbourhoods in addition to the two upon 
which building is at present in progress. 

Following is a summary of the report 
given by Sir Thomas:— 


Industrial Development. — The Corpora- 
tion in 1950 have completed upwards of 
20,000 sq. ft. of factory space, all of which 
has been occupied. The construction of 
further factories having an area of 70,000 
sq. ft. is well in hand. The value of factor- 
ies built or building by the leasing firms is 
unknown but is very substantial, probably 
amounting ultimately to £14 million. 


Housing 

The Corporation commenced the erection 
of houses in the’West Green neighbourhood 
and they arranged to follow with the de- 
velopment of the Northgate neighbourhood. 

In West Green, houses and flats built or 
in course of erection number 494; these in- 
clude 31 house types and four flat types. 
Three-quarters of the houses have three bed- 
rooms, the remainder mainly two bed- 
rooms, and a small number one bedroom. 
Nearly ali of the flats have two bedrooms 
with a small number having one bedroom. 


There are also a few larger houses contain- 
ing four bedrooms. All of these houses con- 
form to the Ministry of Health Manual, but 
the architects have endeavoured to produce 
an appearance of variety and interest in 
every street. The total cost of the roads 
and services which have been iet and are 
completed or in course of construction in 
West Green is £180,000. The total value of 
the contracts for houses and flats is £732,000. 
Considerable progress has also been made 
in Northgate. Roads and services have been 
completed in a contract for £31,000, let to 
Messrs. Willment in November 1949, while 
a contract for the remainder of the site 
works to develop the whole of the rest of 
Northgate has been let to Messrs. Holloway 
Brothers for approximately £120,000. 


Two contracts for the construction of 
houses and flats in Northgate are in progress, 
the total under construction at the present 
time being 133 houses and 72 flats. The 
total cost ef the contracts for houses and 
flats is £317,000. These contracts are let to 
Messrs. Rice and Son and Carlton Con- 
tractors, Ltd. The whole of Northgate is 
therefore well advanced in its construction. 
Up to December 8 the houses completed 
and ready for occupation were 117. 


It is anticipated that by December 31, 
1950, the Corporation will have completed 
about 165 houses and that by March 31, 
1951, they will have completed 250-300 
houses. The total number of houses and 
flats for which contracts have been let up to 
the present amounts to 494 in West Green 
and 205 in Northgate—a total of 699 
dwellings. It is anticipated that during the 
year 1951 the Corporation will complete 
between 650 and 700 houses. 


Local Authority Housing.—In addition to 
the houses which the Corporation are con- 
structing, land has been made available to 
the Horsham R.D.C. and they have prepared 
plans for the erection of 56 houses, the first 
20 of which are now being built. The Cor- 





Photographs copyright Crawley Development Corporation 


Threee_ed:oomed (terrace houses in colour-washed rustic flettons, West Green neighbcu: hocd 
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poration have also made available for the 
use of the Cuckfield R.D.C. a 10-acre site at 
Blackwater Farm, Pound Hill. 


New Neighbourhoods 

Extensive surveys and drawings have been 
made, and in many cases completed, to pro- 
ceed with the next neighbourhoods. In 
order of priority these will be Three Bridges, 
Langley Green, Pound Hill and Southgate. 


Works at Three Bridges have reached a 
stage at which plans have been completed. 
Compulsory Purchase Orders for the pur- 
chase of a large part of the land have been 
issued, and it is anticipated that contracts 
for the construction of both road works and 
houses will be let during 1951. The Cor- 
poration’s present arraagements provide for 
the commencement of approximately 300 
houses in Three Bridges during the coming 
year. 


In Pound Hill the drawings for the lay- 
out’ of the neighbourhood are well ad- 
vanced, and will be allowed to proceed con- 
currently with those of Southgate, for which 
the preliminary and detailed surveys have 
been commenced, and the work of the de- 
sign of the roads and residential areas is 
already in progress. 


Education.—The provision for, education 
remains in the hands of the County Authori- 
ties, and by the abandonment of the Bound- 
ary Commission the anticipated integration 
of Crawley as one urban district fails to 
materialise. Therefore the responsibility for 
education is still divided betweer East and 
West Sussex. The Corporation have, how- 
ever, maintained very close contact with 
both counties. The indication given in 1949 
that the building of the first primary school 
would commence in the early, days of 1950 
has failed to materialise, but the Corpora- 
tion have been informed by the West Sussex 
County Council that the contract for the 
primary schoo] in West Green was let on 
November 24, 1950, and work is due to start 
almost at once. The West Sussex County 
Council realise the danger that incoming 
children in. 1951 would otherwise cause 
serious overcrowding in the existing schooiz 
The East Sussex County Council propose to 
start the first secondary school on the 
Hazelwick Campus during the winter 1951/ 
52. 

Shops——The Corporation do not intend 
to extend the main shopping area during 
1951, but it is anticipated that towards the 
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and outbuildings. 


end of the year they will probably put in 
hand a small number of shops in the West 
Green Neighbourhood Centre, following 
later with those in the Northgate Neighbour- 
hood Centre. 


Services 

Water.—With the rapid advent of the in- 
dustries and the increase of population, it is 
obvious that the water supplies, both tem- 
porary and permanent, have remained mat- 
ters of great urgency. The Corporation 
have participated in the creation of the Weir 
Wood Water Board, and through the Water 
Board the letting of contracts to ensure an 
adequate permanent water supply as soon 
is possible. The Board have let contracts 
for the civil engineering works in connection 
with the Weir Wood Reservoir itself, which 
will ultimately contain 1,200 million gal- 
ions of water. This contract was secured by 
Messrs. R. Costain, Ltd., for approximately 
£415,000. The construction of Turners Hill 
Reservoir containing four million gallons 
has been let to Foundation Plant, Ltd., for 
ipproximately £52,000. 


Electricity—The Corporation have con- 
tinued to receive the most active co-opera- 
tion from the South-Eastern Electricity 
Board, who have opened during the year a 
new sub-station in West Green and one in 
the Industrial Area. Plans which have 
ilready been made will meet all the require- 
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ments for electricity in industry and in hous- 
ing as it is created by the Corporation. 

Gas.—The South Eastern Gas Board have 
been just as active as the Electricity Board in 
their co-operation with the Corporation, 
and have continued the development of the 
gas services which the town wil] need. A 
site has been agreed for the erection of gas- 
holders in Crawley. It lies to the east of the 
London/Brighton Railway, and of the In- 
dustrial Area. The gasholders will be on 
low ground immediately surrounded by 
trees, where they will be effectively sited ‘in 
relation to the line of the gas main, and will 
not interfere with the operation of Gatwick 
Airport. They will be approximately 125 ft. 
high. 

Railway Facilities. — Active discussions 
have proceeded with British Railways 
throughout,the year. As a result of the 
rapid growth of the Industrial Area gnd the 
fresh survey of the goods traffic require- 
ments, it has been decided that the con- 
siderable area reserved for goods yards at 
Crawley can be released for the Town 
Centre, and a new goods yard will be con- 
structed to the south of Gatwick Airport 
Station at the east end of the Industrial Area. 
This has relieved the pressure on space im- 
mediately around the railway station and 
the Town Centre, and will enable the new 
railway station to be sited to the east of the 
existing station, thus making the approach 
to the Town Centre itself more simple, and 
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ensuring that the present station will operate 
while the new one is being built. These ad- 
justments have affected the plan of the Town 
Centre, but in due course will be of very 
great advantage to the plan as a whole. 


Town Centre 


_ The Town Centre itself has’ been sub- 
jected to a considerable amount of revision 
and fresh thought as each of the neighbour- 
hoods adjoining it has been finalised, as a 
result of the removal of the goods yard ex- 
tension. The final plan is approaching com- 
pletion and will ultimately embody the pro- 
posals of the Corporation:— 


(a) To minimise disturbance to existing 
property and to maintain as part of the town 
the maximum number of houses and shops; 
(b) To solve the problem of crossing the 
Horsham Line at Crawley Station, clearly 
one of very great difficulty as it is impossible 
permanently to leave the level crossing, and 
the surrounding land is heavily covered with 
building; (c) To produce an effective archi- 
tectural picture as the Town Centre will be 
the heart of the future Crawley as the pub- 
lic will know it. 

Labour.—The total labour force employed 
including Weir Wood is approximately 
1,100. The men required to implement the 
programme next year will be approximately 
2,200 to 2,500; and we therefore have to 
anticipate active recruitment to ensure ade- 
quate manning of the full building pro- 
gramme. 


Finance.—The Corporation are satisfied 
that the prices quoted on their contracts 
have been very favourable compared with 
the cost of parallel buildings, and that works 
are being executed with proper regard to 
economy, efficiency and sound building. It 
is possible at this stage to say that the pro- 
gramme throughout the year has continued 
to follow very closely the financial estimate 
that the Corporation have prepared, which 
indicates that if they are able to continue 
to let their land, their factories and their 
houses at the present rate, and the cost of 
building remains approximately as it is at 
present, they will show figures which will 
balance their account after making proper 
allowance for amortisation. 


Redevelopment East of St. Paul’s 


Mr. HuGH DALTON, Minister of Town and 
Country Planning, has confirmed, without 
modificat:en, a compulsory purchase order 
made by the Corporation of the City of 
London for an area of some eight acres 
lying to the east of St. Paul’s Cathedral. 
The purpose of the order is to enable com- 
prehensive redevelopment to be carried out. 


This is the first order of its kind for the 
City of London which the Minister has con- 
firmed. Last April the Minister confirmed 
the first part of the order, covering a small 
section of the area, so that the City could 
begin work on the permanent memorial 
gardens, which are planned to be ready in 
time for the Festival of Britain. 


The area covered by the order now con- 
firmed is bounded by Cheapside to the 
north, Bread-street to the east, Cannon-street 
to the south, and St. Paul’s Churchyard to 
the west. Plans for its redevelopment in- 
clude an eastward extension of the precinct 
of St. Paul’s, the closing of the streets of 
St. Paul’s Churchyard and Old Change, and 
the making of a new link road between 
Cheapside and Cannon-street. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


‘* Productivity through Efficiency ” 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder 


IR,—May I congratulate Mr. P. B. 
Kenyon on his article on this subject 
published in The Builder of December 1. 
Obviously there are points of a controver- 
sial nature here, but it is one of those cour- 
ageous efforts towards improvement offering 
serious points for reflection. 


The article, in the main, seems to be 
addressed to the contractors, clerks of works, 
foremen, and the men on the site. On 
grounds with which I am familiar I would 
like to refer to three €xpressions in the 
article which lay emphasis on the production 
of the professional side:— 


(a) “the whole organisation of the site 
is too often left in the hands of a fore- 


” 


man.... 


({b) “the fewer things a man has to do, 
the quicker he can do them... .” 


(c) “Architects could help the industry 
by speeding up the processes . . . stream- 
lining the preliminaries any scheme has to 
go through. .. .” 


Taking (c) first, undoubtedly Mr. Kenyon 
is thinking more of the preparation of plans, 
specifications, contract documents, and the 
like. In so doing, it is likely, too, that he 
has in mind the grave difficulties brought 
about by the war in the appropriate staffing 
of architects’ offices. 


Within the preliminaries to work starting 
on the site, may I suggest that there is a 
matter which is so often “ scrubbed round,” 
being left to the contractor, his sub-con- 
tractor, and/or the foreman—that of the 
preparation of simplified setting-out draw- 
ings? No apology is necessary for again 
stressing this matter, for those’ whose job 
it is to supervise and set out the work 
qualify, even if only on the grounds of our 
weather conditions, for serious considera- 
tion in making their job easier. 

Limited though my personal experience is 
over the past 30 years, I have yet to meet 
on a site any of these gentlemen who, when 
offered really complete and precise survey 
and setting-out drawings, has not shown 
appretiation of the thought that has been 
given on their behalf. Is it not true that 
on some of our sites today the preparation 
of the lay-out or setting-out drawing is 
“left to George”? The foreman provided 
with drawings which give to him a simple 
approach to the setting-out is obviously able 
to concentrate more of his time in the early 
days to other matters of site organisation. 


“Streamlining” is available to the men 
on the site when the professional mathema- 
tician applies site experience to his prepara- 
tion of these drawings. Equally, he can 
only do this when offered precise data of 
the site from a properly constructed site 
survey drawing giving all necessary dimen- 
sions, locations, etc. “Speeding of the pro- 
cesses” can also mean providing the con- 
tractor with such drawings i in simplified form 
when the contract is placed. 


Taking (a), the process mentioned above 
offers one small way in which the C.o.W. 
and the foreman may have their work 
lightened. With (b) it also offers “ fewer 
things to be done.” 


Let us be fair in all of our criticisms of 
the “men who build” by remembering that 
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RHYME OF THE TIME 


“ Charity begins at home !”° the cynic cried, 
And clearly told the truth while yet he lied ! 
Thus, mark you, is the paradox fulfilled : 

The A.B.S., in making plans to build 
A home for colleagues, who stand in need, 
Shows where our charity begins indeed ! 
Hari BONA 
Note.—The Architects Benevolent Society is making 

a Centenary Appeal for a sum of £50,000 to build and 

endow a group of cottages for elderly people. Contribu- 

tions may be sent to Mr. A. Graham Henderson, President, 

A.B.S., 66, Portland-place, London, W.1. 








our fastest constructions during the past 
quarter of a century bear witness to com- 
plete and simplified information being avail- 
able at the start of work. Not only has 
this applied to housing. It measures up on 
our larger operations. Let thought be 
given to the number of jobs working to-day 
on which the C.o.W., the foreman, aye, and 
the men, struggle with sketchy information. 
I am not at all certain that, on sites where 
the statistician ‘‘ proves” inefficiency, much 
has not. arisen through insufficient data 
and/or drawings which in their own way 
are complete and yet fai. to offer a simpler 
approach to their interpretation. 


Let us agree that there is room for im- 
provement in us all and in so doing think 
of those who follow by offering to the con- 
tractor, the sub-contractor, the C.o.W., the 
foreman and the men the wealth of brains 
and experience available in our own country, 
looking to these smaller things and perfect- 
ing them, encouraging thereby greater things 
from those who build. 

GorDoN ToMALIN, M.I.Struct.E. 

1, Gower-street, W.C.1. 


To Plan or to Pre-plan ? 
To THE Epiror oF The Builder 

IR,—I am indebted to Mr. Robert Ander- 

son for his benign rebuke and for draw- 

ing attention to a misquotation of Shakes- 

peare in my recent letter to you. I am very 

humble and would hasten to assure him that 
I am most contrite. 


It is interesting to note, however, that 
Stevenson’s Book of Proverbs, Maxims and 
Familiar Phrases makes reference to and 
quotes from a work of the contemporary 
writer, Raymond Chandler, which ineludes 
the offending expression “lily-gilding” in 
addition to the quotation from Shakes- 
peare’s King John. 

Incidentally, although some of your 
readers have been kind enough to comment 
on my letter, the question I asked seems to 
have escaped reply! 

D. E. Woopsine Parisu. 

11, Buckingham Palace-gardens, 

London, S.W.1. 








(Concluded from’ Column 3) 


lative builder. The description of the 
Russell and Imperial Hotels as “ Byzantine ” 
is startling, the design of the church in 
Gordon-square is surely more meritorious 
than the authors admit, and some recent 
buildings are rather uncharitably described. 
The “ pictorial” end-paper maps are quite 
useless to any serious reader or any visitor 
wishing to find his way, and do not even 
name several squares, to say nothing of 
minor streets. 
M. S. B. 
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BOOK OF BLOOMSBURY 


A HANDY BOOK about Bloomsbury should 
be welcemed not only by the large number 
of English and foreign students who con- 
gregate there, but also by the crowds of 
visitors from overseas who may be expected 
to pack its hotels in the coming Festival 
year.* The assumed boundaries of this 
famous district are fairly clear to-day, but 
are much more circumscribed than they 
were when the Conqueror granted to Roger 
de Bellomonte, alias Blemonde, the territory 
that came to be known as Blemund’s Land 
or Blemundsbury. It then extended from 
the Thames on the south to Hampstead on 
the north, from Holborn Hill on the east 
to Hyde Park on the west. Its golden age 
began in the late seventeenth century when 
the families of Southampton and Montague 
erected palatial mansions there: In the 
eighteenth century, when peaches were grown 
in Gower-street gardens, it became a centre 
of intellectual activity and the home of 
many notable writers, musicians, artists and 
Statesmen. The foundation of University 
College and the rebuilding of the British 
Museum, early in the nineteenth century, 
led to its slow transformation into “ Lon- 
don’s Latin Quarter”; and the present 
century has seen that tendency accelerated 
by the erection of new University head- 
quarters and other academic buildings, 
which are rapidly replacing the large private 
dwellings and the innumerable boarding- 
houses. 


The authors have compiled a handy and 
readable guide to all the various squares 
and streets, including many insignificant 
byways that a stranger is apt to overlook. 
They mention most of the distinguished 
inhabitants of its various houses, and 
remind us too of many landmarks that have 
vanished in living memory. Some of these 
were destroyed by air-raids during the 
Second World War, but no mention is made 
of the damage done by a Zeppelin in Theo- 
bald’s-road early in the First World War. 
There is no specific reference to Dr. 
Williams’ Library in Gordon-square, to the 
premises of the Architectural Association in 
Bedford-square or of the Artworkers’ Guild 
in Queen-square, or to the attractive and 
ingenious proposal in the County of Lon- 
don Plan to convert part of Bloomsbury 
into a “University Precinct.” The names 
of the architects of St. Pancras Church, St. 
George’s, Bloomsbury, and the British 
Museum, are not stated. Mention. might 
well have been made of the wooden effigy 
of a Highlander, commonly called “ Phin- 
eas,” in Tottenham Court-road, which serves 
as the mascot of University College on “rag” 
days; and also of the uncannily lifelike effigy 
of Jeremy Bentham which smiles benignly 
upon festive gatherings in that institution. 
An excellent description is given of the 
foundation and history of the Foundling 
Hospital. 


Among minor errors, Sir Hans Sloane is 
twice misspelt “Soane”; S. P. Cockerell 
never became “Sir Samuel”; Mary Woll- 
stonecraft appears as “ Wollenscraft ”; No: 
42. Gower-street is a residential hostel, not 
Offices; the Royal Academy of Dramatic 
Art is not a department of London Univer- 
sity; Dr. Nicholas Barbon was not an 
architect, but a medical man turned specu- 
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Main entrance approach 


BURNHOLME SECONDARY SCHOOL, YORK 


CHAS. J. MINTER, O.B.E., M.I.Mun.E., CITY ENGINEER AND ARCHITECT 
E. FIRTH, A.R.1.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., CHIEF ARCHITECT 
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Assembly hall from playground 
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General view of school from playing-fields 


i lee Burnholme Secondary School is the third secondary 

modern school in the city to be completed since the war. 
The whole site of the school, including the playing-fields, 
is 17 acres. The buildings are orientated in such a way 
that the majority of the teaching rooms have a south-east 
aspect and the whole building is planned to secure the best 
distribution of teaching space of all kinds, without unneces- 
sary dispersion. A substantial part of the building is of 
two-storey construction and an indirect effect of this has 
been to provide, in good weather, a pleasing outlook from 
the art room and the library across the playing-fields and 
the Plain of York to the East Yorkshire Wolds beyond. 
The accommodation is for 510 children. 

The cost of the building, including roads, paths and 
playgrounds, is £135,000. On the Ministry of Education 
formula this represents a cost of £248 per place. 

An approach drive gives direct access for pupils to the 
main double-storey entrance block, which is flanked by the 
assembly hall and gymnasium, each of the latter having 
separate entrances from the main approach, and so being 
capable of use as independent units as the need arises. To 
the south-west and at right angles to the main entrance 
block are placed three teaching room wings, the central 
one being double s.orey and the outer ones single storey; 
the intervening site between the three consists of open-ended 
grass courts. Two paved play areas each 160 feet by 100 
feet are formed alongside each of the outer teaching room 
wings, that to the south being flanked by the gymnasium 
block and that to the north by the assembly hall at one end 
and a separate kitchen and dining room block at the other. 
In addition this playground is screened from the main road 
by the cycle accommodation. 

Each teaching room has been equipped with either a 
sliding or revolving type blackboard, flanked on either side 
with cupboard fitments and display boards over. Additional 
display boards are provided on the rear wall where required. 
The practical rooms are also fitted with fixed wall benches 
and sinks as required, and the housecraft rooms are equipped 
with all modern appliances grouped in suitable teaching 
units. A complete electrical provision for all motorised 
tools has been made in the metal and woodwork rooms 
incorporating safety switch controls. 

The assembly hall is 70 feet long and 44 feet wide, and is 
provided with a stage and apron 20 feet deep with adjacent 
scenery and property store and dressing room accommoda- 
tion. The hall is entered direct from a spacious entrance 
foyer, and toilet accommodation for the public has been 
provided off each side of the assembly hall entrance vestibule. 
The headmaster, deputy head, and secretary are accom- 
modated in a self-contained unit, adjacent to the main 
entrance with a direct access from the entrance foyer. 

The cloakroom and toilet accommodation for .the 


pupils is provided on the ground floor of the main entrance 
biock. The ground floor corridor off the main entrance 
gives a direct link between the assembly hall and gymnasium, 
while the remaining accommodation on the upper floor of 
this block provides staff rooms at one end and the medical 
inspection unit at the other, a direct access being provided 
by means of staircase towers at each end. The gymnasium, 
70 feet long, 40 feet wide, is provided with changing rooms 
and showers, and instructors’ rooms, and is equipped with 
modern fittings. 

The buildings are of steel frame construction, designed on 
an 8 feet 3 inch bay for all teaching room blocks, and a 
10 feet bay for the assembly Hall and gymnasium blocks. 
The steel frame is clad with 11-inch cavity walling consisting 
of an external 44-inch skin of local hand-moulded sand-faced 
facing bricks and an inner 44-inch skin of common bricks, 
with precast stone heads, cills and mullions to door and 
window openings, and precast stone copings to all parapet 
and dwarf walls. All cross walls and internal screen walls 
are constructed in a cellular type brick to reduce sound 
transmission between the rooms. 

The suspended floors and flat roofs are of precast rein- 
forced concrete joists, the roofs being screeded to falls and 
covered with insulation boarding and asphalt. The pitched 
roofs are supported on light steel framed trusses, those of 
the classroom blocks being covered with corrugated asbestos 
sheets, and the assembly hall and gymnasium with heavy 
duty wood wool slabs, which are covered with a reinforced 
screed and a grit-finished three-layer bituminous felt. 

Window frames and corridor screens are metal casements, 
the door frames of pressed steel, and the doors are in wood 
of the glazed-panel and flush-faced plywood types. 
Suspended ceilings are of fibreboard hung from the steel 
trusses on pressed metal hangers. The floors of the cloak- 
rooms, corridors and stores are finished in jointless asphalt, 
the kitchen and lavatories in quarry tiles, the main entrance 
foyer in decorative Semastic tiles, and the remaining rooms 
are covered with composition blocks. Where top light has 
been required, glass saucer dome lights have been incorpor- 
ated. In general, all rooms and corridors are plastered, and 
there are washable glazed dadoes to the staircases, toilets 
and showers. 

The decorative scheme is in matt pastel shades of distemper 
or flat oil according to positions. The doors, windows and 
fittings are painted gloss to tone with the respective setting. 
The normal artificial lighting that has been installed is of 
the fluorescent strip type, with tungsten type lighting in 
enclosed spherical globes to certain rooms where required. 
The heating is by low pressure hot water from automatically 
stoked solid fuel boilers. All the teaching and administra- 
tive rooms and corridors are fitted with continuous base 
board type heaters with recessed cabinet type heaters in 
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Ground- and first-floor plans 


the entrance hall, vestibules, assembly hall and gymnasium. 
The whole installation is thermostatically controlled. 

The general contractors were Messrs. F. Shepherd and 
Son, Ltd., York. Structural steelwork was by Messrs. 
Dunlop and Ranken, Ltd., Leeds, and roads and sewers 
by York Corporation Highways Department. 


Following is a list of sub-contractors and suppliers :— 

Asbestos roofing, Manchester Slate Co., Ltd. ; asphalt flat roofing, 
Nofthern Asphalt and Roofing Works Co., Ltd. ; bituminous felt roofing, 
Northern Asphait and Roofing Works Co., Ltd. ; metal window frames— 
pressed metal trims, Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd. ; decorations, 
Dodsworth (York), Ltd. ; composition block floors, The Granwood 
Flooring Co., Ltd. ; coloured asphalt floors, Northern Asphalt and 
Roofing Works Co., Ltd. ; Semastic tile floors, The Limmer and Trinidad 
Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd. ; gymnasium floor, F. H. Thompson and Sons ; 
** Emalux’’ glazed wall surfaces, John Ellis and Sons, Ltd. ; gymnasium 
equipment, Niels Larsen and Son, Ltd. ; central heating and hot water 
installation, York Corporation Heating Department ; electrical installa- 
tion, York Unit of the North-Eastern Electricity Board ; carved stone 
panels, George W. Milburn and Son ; glass roof lights, Lenscrete, Ltd. ; 
pipe insulation, J. S. Miller and Co., Ltd. ; garden preparation and 
planting, York Corporation Parks Department. ‘ 

Facing bricks, Wray and Sons, York Facing Bricks, Ltd. ; artificial 
stonework, F. Shepherd and Son, Ltd. ; precast concrete floor and roof 
beams, Kingston Concrete Products, Ltd. ; domed roof lights, Pilkington 
Brothers, Ltd. ; wood wool roofing slabs, Thermacoust, Ltd. ; suspended 


ceiling metal hangers and trims, Anderson Construction Co., Ltd. ; 
cast iron duct covers, Dover Engineering Works, Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, 
William E. Farrer, Ltd. ; cloakroom equipment, Cloakroom Equipment, 
Ltd. ; asbestos cement roofing sheets and rainwater goods, Turners 
Asbestos Cement Co., Ltd. ; ornamental rain water heads, Henry Hope 
and Sons, Ltd. ; door furniture, ironmongery and staircase handrails, 
Parker, Winder and Achurch, Ltd. 

Entrance gates and rails, Bayliss, Jones and Bayliss, Ltd. ; decorative 
grilles, F. Shepherd and Son, Ltd. ; mirrors, Parker, Winder and Achurch, 
Ltd. ; fire hose reels, Mereweathers (Bristol), Ltd. ; cycle blocks, Kings- 
ton Concrete Products, Ltd. 

Blackboards (revolving), Wilson and Garden, Ltd. ; blackboards 
(sliding), The Educational Supply Association, Ltd. ; baseboard heating 
units and convector cabinet heaters, C. A. Dunham and Co., Ltd. ; 
boilers, Ideal Boilers and Radiators, Ltd. ; automatic stokers, Riley 
Stoker Co., Ltd. ; pumps, Holden and Brooke, Ltd. ; calorifiers, Binns 
and Speight, Ltd. 

Automatic heating control, Drayton Regulator Instrument Co., Lid. ; 
cooking bay hood, Helliwell and Co., Ltd. ; “* Yorkist’’ range, Hardy 
and Holgate, Ltd. ; gas cookers, York Unit of the North-Eastern Gas 
Board ; electric cookers, York Unit of North-Eastern Electricity Board ; 
lighting fittings (fluorescent), Falk, Stadelmann and Co. ; lighting fittings 
(prismatic), Dorman Smith, Ltd. ;_ electric clocks, Smiths English Clocks, 
Ltd. ; internal wiring, Pyrotenax, Ltd. ; shower cubicles, Flexo Plywood 
Industries, Ltd. ; roller shutter, John Bocih and Sons (Bolton), Ltd. ; 
Smith’s hearths and forges, Wm. Allday and Co., Ltd. ; single locker 
desks, Educational Supply Association, Ltd. ; chairs, Smith and Co. ; 
tables, woodwork and metalwork benches, Kingfisher, Ltd. ; cupboards 
and bookshelves, Wake and Dean, Ltd. 
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The exterior of the Assembly Rooms 


NORWICH ASSEMBLY ROOMS RECONSTRUCTED 


ROWLAND S. PIERCE, F.R.I.B.A., Dist.T.P., ARCHITECT FOR RESTORATION 


Detail of ceiling and balcony of the Centre Room 














HE reconstructed Norwich As- 
sembly Rooms in _ Theatre- 
street were formally opened by 
Lieutenant - Colonel Sir Edmund 
Bacon, Lord Lieutenant of Norfolk, 
on November 23. 

To enable the necessary alterations 
and restorations to be carried out 
to make the building suitable for its 
new purpose as a cultural centre for 
the city, funds were provided by 
Mr. H. J. Sexton. A trust will 
administer the buildings as a self- 
supporting arts centre. So far as 
possible the principal rooms have 
been given their orizinal appearance ; 
even the grey-green colour generally 
adopted for the walls has been 
matched to the original decoration, 
which was revealed after the removal 
of many layers of more recent paint. 

Much of the work of restoration 
does not appear on the surface, for 
years of neglect had taken heavy 
toll and the buildings were suffering 
from various forms of decay and the 
attacks of wood-boring beetles; 
all this damage has now been repaired. 


During the war the major part of 
the block was used by the Royal 
Engineers as a camouflage school, 
and but for the Army’s occupation 
of the buildings, which were hit 
several times by incendiary bombs, 
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The Assembly Room 


they would probably have suffered 
severe damage, and the restoration 
of the Assembly Rooms would have 
remained a forlorn hope. 

The history of the Assembly 
Rooms goes back some 200 years, 
when in 1754 the Earl of Bucking- 
hamshire and a number of citizens 
decided to erect some “ assembly 
rooms.” These now form the central 
rooms of the present buildings and 
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were designed by Thomas Ivory, the 
Norwich master-builder and archi- 
tect. The two side wings are struc- 
turally still parts of the old house, 
for the wings proposed by Ivory 
were never built. The centre block 
is scheduled by the Ministry of 
Works as a national monument. 

The main contractors for the 
restoration and redecorations were 
Messrs. Wilkins, Ltd. 


The Noverre Arts Cinema 
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View of main front 


PREMISES FOR BUILDERS’ MERCHANTS, SOUTHAMPTON 


W. H. SAUNDERS & SON, ARCHITECTS 


(THE original office and showroom premises of Messrs. 

Elliott Bros., Ltd., were destroyed by enemy action, 
and the building as erected is in replacement ; it com- 
prises administrative headquarters of the company, 
which trades as general builders’ timber merchants and 
also markets bricks and tiles and roofings. A small 
showroom only was required, to display model roofs 
and the like. The building had to be planned to pro- 
vide a main entrance from the street, a new entrance 
to the clients’ existing yard and other premises, and also 
to be designed in such a way that a warehouse could be 
erected at the rear in the future. 

Construction: The building has load-bearing brick 
walls with in situ concrete ground floor and first-floor 
roof of precast concrete beams. The front elevation 
has been dressed with reconstructed stone and a curved 
reinforced concrete canopy has been formed over the 
entrance porch. The roof is finished with built-up 
bitumen roofing, the windows being standard metal in 
wood surrounds. The staircase is of precast stone with 
wrought-iron balustrade. The surround to the main 
entrance doors is of oak, and the staircase window is 
in glazed blocks. The floor of the entrance hall has 
been finished in 9 in. by 9 in. red quarry tiles laid with 
a }-in. buff joint. The landing floor has been finished 
in 6in. by 6in. quarry tiles with closed joint. The 
ground-floor offices have been finished in red composi- 
tion flooring, and the first floor is finished in rubber or 
linoleum tiles in various designs and colour schemes. 

Generally, the internal walls are of brick, and the 
partition walls of the office and waiting-room at each 
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end of the landing have been formed in glazed parti- 
tioning, glazed in reeded glass. 

Heating and domestic hot water is provided by low- 
pressure system, and the electrical installation provides 
fluorescent lighting to main apartments. The metal 
windows internally and externally are painted off-white 
with the surrounds in extra pale cream. The steel gates 
are painted brown. Internally, the offices are decorated 
in various combinations of colours in the cream range. 
In the entrance hall and landing the flush doors are a 
soft grey with pale cream architraves, the glazed par- 


The staircase, from first-floor landing 
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titioning on the first floor being white, and the wrought- 
iron balustrading to the staircase being in pastel blue 
with a peach-coloured handrail. The general contractors 
were the John Lewis Building, Ltd., of Portland- 
terrace, Southampton. Subcontractors were : 

The heating installation, Adams and Adams; electrical 
installation, R. J. Bullivant and Son ; bricks and floor tiles, Elliott 
Bros., Ltd. ; metal windows, Hoskins and Sewell, Ltd. ; roofing, 
Wm. Briggs and Sons, Ltd. ;. cast stone and staircase, Blokcrete Co., 
Ltd. ; steel gates, Elliott Bros., Ltd. ; wrought-iron balustrading, 
A. W. Jeffreys ; composition rubber and linoleum floors, Veitchi 
Co., Ltd. ; paint, I.C.I., Ltd. ; and reinforced concrete floors and 
roofs, Concrete, Ltd. 
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PRIVATE ARCHITECTURAL PRACTICE 


Some Professional Observations 


THE FOLLOWING OBSERVATIONS have 
reached us from Mr. Niel Martin-Kaye, 
F.R.1.B.A., on the R.I.B.A. Report on the 
Present and Future of Private Architectural 
Practice : 

S)R,—It would be ungracious to a degree 

not to recognise and appreciate the 
great amount of labour and research which 
has been expended on the compilation of this 
report, and in submitting any observation 
cn any of its salient aspects and findings it 
is not through any spirit of carping or un- 
appreciative criticism. 


Two points, however, are outstanding. 
First, it is impossible to understand how and 
why the Committee should have made no 
reference of any kind to the Architects’ 
Registration Acts. It must be perfectly clear 
to everyone in the profession that to pro- 
tect the use of the word “ Architect” and to 
ignore protection of the functions of the 
registered person, still less to fail to define 
them, must have a considerable bearing on 
the whole aspect of professional practice. 


If the function were defined and protected 
by a proper Enabling Act of Parliament, it 
must follow that a great amount of work 
must accrue to the private architect. work 
that is at present carried out by a vast 
number of unauthorised and unqualified 
persons. It is redundant to recapitulate these 
facts, but if architecture or building is of 
any real importance, drawings and super- 
visory services should not be executed except 
under signature of a registered person, and 
certain precise functions should be defined 
and protected as being an integral part of 
the protection of the word “ Architect.” 


The second point is that no evidence has 
been sought from any of the following: 
the Incorporated Association of Architects 
and Surveyors; the Institute of Registered 
Architects; the Faculty of Architects and 
Surveyors; and the Unattached Architects. 


The Royal Institute of British Architects, 
in confining research to its own members. 
robs the report of real catholic value. It 
may be argued that these bodies were free 
to conduct their own inquiry, but this would 
obviously be a duplication of effort and the 
whole matter of private practice is one 
which concerns the profession as a whole, 
and it seems regrettable that unity of effort 
could not have been attempted in_ this 
research. 

Dealing with the clauses as far as possible 
in sequence: 

Section Ill, Clause 11. No one would 
dispute the truth of this clause, but it is on 
the unchecked acceleration of transfer from 
private to public client that the private 
architect bases the complaints referred to. 


Section III, Clause 13.. It is agreed that 
this is no post-war innovation, but this does 
not disguise the fact that acceleration of this 
method threatens the whole sphere of private 
practice, as pointed out in Section III, 
Clause 15. 


Section Ill, Clause 18. The description 
of functions of Government Departments as 
being “predominantly advisory and ad- 
ministrative ” can be seriously open to ques- 
tion. The word “ predominantly ” points to 
the fact that contrary functions are exer- 
cised. One asks, and is compelled to ask, 
the very pertinent question, “ How has it 


done so?” to the following: “One Ministry 
alone has placed work estimated at over 
£24,000,000 in private offices whilst another 
has delegated 32 per cent. of its total build- 
ing work to private practitioners.” 

This question “ How has it done so?” can 
be applied also in essence to the following 
clauses:— 

Clause 19. 

Clause 21, “ Nevertheless in 
etc.,” down to end of sentence. 

Clause 22. “Many of them have also 
appointed private consultants, etc.,”” down to 
end of sentence. 

Clause 23, “ But the replies received indi- 
cate that a large proportion of their archi- 
tectural work will be given to private archi- 
tects.” In this case the question can be 
changed to “ How will it be given?” 

Clause 25, “ Following on nationalisation, 
the British Electricity Authority ” to end of 
sentence. The question is: “How do they 
advise?” 

Clause 26, “Although the Committee have 
no clear indication, etc..” to end of sentence. 

Clause 27, “and to give their major build- 
ing work to private architects.” 


this field. 


In the case of clause 27 it can be con- 
ceded that hospital work is a highly special- 
ised branch and the field? of selection of 
private architects comparatively limited. A 
young architect starting in practice who 
wishes to concentrate on this specialised 
field would have many years to wait before 
being considered, unless he was fortunate 
enough to win a competition, but this 
method of selection so far has not been 
widely made use of by the Regional Hospital 
Boards. 

The methods or rather sources through 
which a private architect obtains work are 
set out in clauses 56 and 57. In the case of 
clause 57, subsection (d), “success in this 
direction depends entirely on the personal 
initiative of the private practitioner, his con- 
tacts and efficiency.” The Committee, how- 
ever, contents itself with the statement (vide 
clause 54) that such works “are outside 
the prierity building programme.” This 
comment is dealt with later. 

On the question of obtaining work from 
Government and other municipal and official 
sources, although the Committee is at pains 
to state that such work accrues to private 
architects, it does not give any clue as to 
how this work is distributed or obtained by 
the private practitioner of long-established 
practice or the young architect commencing 
practice, and one feels that this very pertin- 
ent question could be asked and answered. 

One answer could well be: Through the 
panel system. If so, who determines the 
selection from the panel and what steps 
should any architect take to see that he 
achieves reasonable success of selection and 
how he can take such steps within the 
framework of the Code of Professional 
Practice? In fact, in clause 63, the means 
whereby private architects obtain work are 
set forth. Subsections A and C of this clause 
are so obvious that no comment is needed. 
Subsections B and D are, however, open to 
question. 


The Code of Professional Practice is 
quite explicit on the matter “of offering 
one’s services for work” (vide section 6 of the 
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Code with special emphasis on the words 
“or otherwise”). It is submitted that it is 
equally unethical for any architect to repeat 
this process to any other architect, whether 
he be the president of the R.I.B.A., the 
president of an allied society or any architect 
holding an official position, and none of 
these individuals should be subjected to such 
process. 


As far as clause 63 subsection (d) is cen- 
cerned, this has been referred to before, but 
one is entitled to ask and obtain an answer 
on the following:— 


(a) Who makes the selection? 

(b) On what premises is such selection 
made? ‘ 

(c) What possible chance has a young 
architect commencing practice of being suc- 
cessful in selection? 


(d) Whether it is considered that such 
methods of distributing work are deemed 
desirable, or fair, or satisfactory? 


(e) Whether it is not agreed that amend- 
ments of the Registration Acts would not 
render such methods unnecessary? 


(f) On what basis has any one architect 
preference over any other, assuming he 
holds complete qualifications in common 
with his fellows? 


With all respect to the Committee, every 
member of which is an individual of con- 
siderable standing in the profession, the 
expression of opinion contained in clause 82 
“that there is nothing in this method which 
in the opinion of the Committee is contrary 
to the Code of Professional Conduct” can- 
not be regarded as substantive or correct. 
One could predict with some certainty that 
no member of the Committee has had the 
experience of being reliant on selection by 
public authority. Had it been otherwise, 
the Committee might have thought differ- © 
ently on this question. It is regrettable 
that the practice has been commended for 
the consideration of the Council. 


With regard to clause 83, the position 
during the war was very much the reverse. 
In fact, in one area, the allied society made 
direct approach to the local authority, who 
entrusted it with the complete task of pro- 
viding air raid shelters, a process which was 
carried out with complete success, the work 
being pooled amongst the various members 
and the fees and expenses divided. 

Unless an allied society can provide evi- 
dence of being able to carry out municipal 
work through private members, it is hardly 
likely that it would be invited to act in 
either a consultative or advisory capacity. 
The municipal authorities are quite capable 
of carrying out their own work without any 
such reference or consultation, and to debar 
direct approach by any allied society to 
the local authorities for work for their pri- 
vate members, who, as ratepayers, pay a pro- 
portion of cost. appears to be an unjustifiable 
interdict. 

The suggestion contained in clause 40 “ It 
would be valuable if the prestige of the 
architect could be enhanced in this country 
by a similar acknowledgment of his proper 
functions” is one which is indisputable, but 
all architects, whether official or private, look 
to the R.I.B.A. and other organisations to 
promote such acknowledgment by the speedy 
promotion of an Enabling Act of Parliament 
to rectify the present Registration Acts. 

Clause 55 is one to which every architect, 
private or official, could take very great 
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exception. ‘“ The Committee is bound by the 
policy of the Institute that it is no part of 
its responsibility or legitimate function to 
attempt to influence matters of Government 
policy one way or another.” There is a great 
difference between “attempting to influence 
matters of Government policy” and taking 
active steps to protect its members against 
any policy which threatens to engulf profes- 
sional work and interests altogether. It 
would have been a sad day for the medical 
profession had the B.M.A. adopted the same 
passive attitude. 

If the Committee is quite serious in this 
standpoint, then any reference to any Gov- 
ernment policy was quite out of court (vide 
clause 57, where it is stated “nor can it 
influence the policy, for example, of whether 
the bulk of houses should be provided by 
local authorities or by private enterprise ”’). 


Clause 67. The expression of opinion as 
to “any sudden or considerable relaxation 
of controls, etc.” in view of the decisive 
statement in clause 55 is automatically 
invalid. 


Clause 73. The probabilities enumerated 
in this clause could be influenced greatly by 
what action the R.I.B.A. and other organisa- 
tions take to see that the architectural 
province is properly protected and _ the 
interests of every architect upheld and main- 
tained. If, however, a passive attitude such 
as is outlined in clause 55 is continued, there 
is no knowing what will happen to the status 
or existence of the architect. 


Clause 74. Section B. How is action by 
individual architects or firms possible when 
the functions of the architect are neither 
defined nor protected by law as could be 
reasonably sought for by implementation of 
the Registration Acts? Even this step of 
putting forward a case is more than likely to 
be consigned to oblivion or the waste paper 
basket. 


Clause 77. This recommendation can be 
most heartily endorsed and supported. 


Clause 84. If the architectural function 
and status was properly defined by Act of 
Parliament as hereinbefore stressed, any 
attempt by the Council to urge implementa- 
tion by public authorities would be listened 
to with greater respect. Hence it would follow 
that amendment and improvement of the 
present Registration Acts is a step of the first 


and utmost importance, in fact, an ex- 
tremely urgent matter of priority. 
The difficulties of staffing, etc., would 


automatically resolve themselves if the pro- 
fessional function and status was thus pro- 
tected in a more comprehensive manner than 
at present exists. 


Clause 86—General Conclusion. The ex- 
pression of opinion “ but mindful of the up- 
heaval that six years of total war, etc.” is in 
view of clause 55 nothing to do with the 
paramount necessity of seeing primarily that 
the architect and his function are properly 
defined and protected by law. 


When that is effected, then any professional 
institution could adopt, if need be, a passive 
attitude, since it would have done as much 
as it could possibly be expected to do on be- 
half of the architect and architectural interests 
generally. Until this stile is surmounted, no 
institute or professional institution can pos- 
sibly remain indifferent to or stand aloof 
from challenging any policy which could be 
deemed to threaten the welfare of the 
profession. 
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CHANGING HOUSE DESIGN 
Students’ Discussion 


IEWS upon the design of the British 
traditional house and how it might be 
modified if tenants were more adaptable to 
new ideas in their way of living were ex- 
pressed by student architects and housing 
managers when members of the Regent-street 
Polytechnic School of Architecture and of 
the London Group of the Junior Organisa- 
tion of the Society of Housing Managers met 
at the Housing Centre on November 28. 

The subject they had to discuss was put® 
in the form of a motion, as follows: ““ More 
economical housing could be designed if 
tenants were more adaptable to new ideas 
in their way of living. How far should this 
idea be carried?” 

Miss C. W. REEVE, housing manager to 
the Rowe Housing Trust, was in the chair 
and the chief speakers were Miss M. J. 
CROSSLEY and Mr. A. R. Goop, students at 
the Polytechnic, and Miss J. E. KiRKPATRICK, 
who is training in housing management 
with Messrs. Barclay and Perry, surveyors, 
in association with the St. Pancras Housing 
Trust, and Miss I. M. CLUTTON, who is 
similarly engaged with the Church Com- 
missioners. 

Miss Crossley asserted that to-day we were 
carrying into the design of houses of 1,000 
sq. ft. the same principles which ruled the 
design of the large houses of the nineteenth 
century which were planned to suit the 
social conditions* of that time. We still 
tried to keep up the standard of having a 
certain number of individual rooms. It was 
like the design of a car which had a screen 
between the owner-driver and his passen- 
gers, although the owner was not in a 
position to employ a chauffer. 

Miss Crossley spoke of the segregation of 
the mother in the kitchen. She did not 
think we should ever go back to the old idea 
of plenty of domestic help being available. 
More economy in layout could be obtained, 
suggested Miss Crossley, by planning for a 
greater density in a given area, together with 
easier access to that area. By building flats 
on a large scale more open space could be 
provided, such as was to be found in Cor- 
busier’s plans for Marseilles. 


Daytime Use of Bedrooms 

Terrace houses were much more econom- 
ical than detached or semi-detached ones, 
declared Miss Crossley, who went on to sug- 
gest that bedrooms should be used more 
during the daytime than they were now- 
adays. Why, she asked, should half the 
house be wasted during the daylight hours? 
Central heating, together with partitions 
(which could be drawn across at night) and 
folding beds, would help to make daytime 
use of bedrooms more practicable. She 
also advocated the abolition of the hall, 
having the staircase rise from the living room 
and a small kitchen. There should be a 
central washplace for several houses, where 
people could go to do their washing and 
where they would have access to a washing 
machine and drying and ironing machines. 

Miss Kirkpatrick thought the designer 
was in an extremely strong position to-day 
because the shortage of houses made people 
ready to accept almost anything they could 
get. Therefore they would accept some of 
the new ideas; but whether they would like 
them after living with them for years she 
was not so sure. 

She called for the abolition of front 
fences. In many groups of houses access to 
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the back garden was between pairs of 
houses and often bedrooms were built over 
the archway thus formed. This was where 
children played and other people congre- 
gated. 

Miss Kirkpatrick supported Miss Cross- 
ley in her suggestion of a communal laundry, 
but with regard to central heating she 
pointed out that its maintenance was an ex- 
pense. Her final appeal was for more 
economy in building if we were to solve the 
housing problem. 

More care in planning how the money 
was to be spent on the building of houses, 
was the first point made by Mr. Good. He 
defended central heating and said it could 
be obtained with oil- or gas-fired boilers 
which needed little attention. Most people, 
he thought, wanted a detached house if 
possible and their own little garden. 

Disagreeing with the principle of the 
large living-room, Miss Clutton said that 
many housewives wanted a room which they 
could keep tidy for the entertainment of 
guests and for the reception of the occa- 
sional visitor. People disliked eating in the 
room in which they wanted to live. As re- 
gards more use of bedrooms, subsidised flats 
were being let to-day in which the bed- 
rooms were used to capacity at night and in 
which it would be difficult to find room to 
stow the beds away during the daytime. 

One economy which she strongly recom- 
mended, however, was the substitution of a 
shower for the bathroom. She doubted 
whether built-in cupboards were necessary. 
In many of the new flats she had seen, on 
L.C.C. and other estates, there were built- 
in cupboards, but the tenants had still 
brought their own wardrobes and cupboards. 
We should have to change our ideas 
about furniture, or else eliminate cupboards. 
The communal washroom, she thought, was 
only appropriate for women who went out 
to work. 

Economies could also be effected in floor- 
ing. In many council houses the parquet 
floors were covered with rugs, which showed 
that a less expensive type of flooring could 
well have been put in. 


Discussion 

The open discussion which followed the 
four chief speakers ranged over a wide field. 
One speaker pointed out that there must be 
at least one bedroom in the house in which 
a sick petson might be accommodated, 
therefore all the bedrooms could not be used 
during the day. 

Asked about the ability of suggested par- 
titions to carry loads, Mr. Good expressed 
the opinion that with steel or concrete con- 
struction the partitions could be placed 
where one wished and they would not have 
to be load-bearing. 

Another speaker questioned whether 
screens used to partition rooms temporarily 
would be sound-proof and drew attention to 
the need for making floors and walls sound- 
proof also. 

The question of changing the public taste 
in furniture so that less space would be 
taken up by it was freely discussed, but it 
appeared that this was a “vicious circle” 
problem, since the furniture manufacturers, 
it was stated, would cnly make the type of 
furniture which the public demanded. 

Another proposal was that the new tech- 
niques used in present-day building of 
schools should be more widely adopted for 
houses and that it should always be an archi- 
tect who designed a house, not, as in so 
many instances to-day, an engineer. 
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Goodbye 2d Hello 


NEW JOB in a strange district prings 
many problems to the Builder. 
Transport ... labour... local rezulations 
and, most important—suPPLigs. But this 


when that job is finished and you move to 
“fresh pastures”, what a comforting 
thought it is to know that the same smooth 
service will be there to help you! May 
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? question of supplies is made easier when our local representative come and tell 


you make full use of the Travis & Arnold you more about ourselves and the ways 
organization. If your job is inthe Midlands, in which we can be of service to you? 


Eastern or Southern Counties, there is a 





Travis & Arnold or a Butt depot near your Timber and Plywood, Wallboards, Plasterboard, 
‘ : ? Cement, Lime, Plaster, Slates, Tiles, Quarries, 
site. At every depot you will find an Roofing Felts, Dampcourse, Asbestos Sheets, 
enthusiastic manager with a special local Doors, Windows, S. G. Pipes, Fencing, Gates, 
é Earthenware and Fireclay Goods, etc., ete. 

knowledge and a comprehensive stock of aeons ; 


7 Sica , Industrial Roofing in Asbestos 
timber and building~ materials. And = 
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TRAVIS & ARNOLD LIMITED: Heap Orrice: Northampton. Telephone 4990/7. BRANCHES AT: Cambridge, Chatteris, Cromer 
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CITY OF LONDON REDEVELOPMENT 


[Two reports dealing with details of 

reconstruction in the City of London 
were presented yesterday (Thursday) to the 
Court of Common Council by the improve- 
ments and town planning committee. These 
dealt with the Report of the Railway 
(London Plan) Committee and the amended 
proposals with reference to Cheapside 
Underpass. 


New Layout for Ludgate-circus 


The first report embodied proposals for 
improving the layout of Ludgate-circus 
and Blackfriars bridgehead. This had regard 
to the possibility that the abolition of 
Blackfriars and Holborn Viaduct Stations, 
together with the railways running between 
them, might have to be postponed for a 
considerable period and was only an in- 
terim proposal which could be carried out 
while the railways remained, but which 
would be capable of adaptation and comple- 
tion when the railways were removed. 

The report stated that, on the assumption 
that Blackfriars railway bridge and Ludgate- 
hill viaduct would be removed at an early 
date, the (London Plan) Working Party 
proposed two new major railway routes, 
with cross-river tunnel sections. One would 
carry passenger traffic by a new tube rail- 
way of main line size via Euston connect- 
ing the main line routes to the north of the 
Metropolis with Southern Region electric 
suburban services via Loughborough Junc- 
tion; and the other would divert freight 
traffic at present using Blackfriars railway 
bridge and Ludgate-hill viaduct to a new 
under-river line via Greenwich connecting 
the railway systems north and south of the 
river. These works were estimated to cost 
about £50 million. 


The committee’s report stated: ‘ What- 
ever arguments may be advanced on esthetic 
grounds for the removal of the railway via- 
duct at Ludgate-hill, we are reluctantly 
driven to the conclusion that the cost of the 
project prohibits our entertaining such a 
proposal if the major proportion of the 
burden is to be borne by ‘ planning funds.’ 
Moreover, we feel that in any discussions 
which may hereafter take place with the 
appropriate authorities as to the proportion 
of the expenditure to be borne by railway 
and planning funds, the Corporation would 
be at a disadvantage if the removal of the 
railway were insisted upon as a major plan- 
ning requirement on the ground that no 
satisfactory alternative proposals could be 
devised for the redevelopment of the area. 
Indeed, we are satisfied that, if the railway 
remains, satisfactory road traffic arrange- 
ments could, in fact, be made both at the 
Blackfriars bridgehead and at Ludgate- 
circus, at an expenditure much below the 
cost of placing the railway line under- 
ground.” 

The Planning Officer, the report stated, 
had prepared alternative proposals for a lay- 
out of the Ludgate-circus and Blackfriars 
bridgehead. 

“They provide adequate space for an 
enlarged and improved Ludgate-circus.” the 
report continued, “at the same time opening 
up the view of St. Bride’s Church, which is 
at present hidden by commercial buildings. 
_The existing railway bridge spanning Lud- 
gate-hill would be redesigned so as to 
facilitate the construction of the central 
island at Ludgate-circus and would be con- 
structed in three spans to bridge the central 


island and the north and south carriage- 
ways. At Blackfriars bridgehead, an im- 
proved form of traffic junction is provided, 
designed with particular attention to the re- 
quirements of traffic proceeding via the 
Embankment and Queen Victoria-street 
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Suggested new layout of Blackfriars bridgehead 
_and Ludgate-circus ee 


respectively, and allowing for the possibility 

of future extension of the Embankment.” 
The Committee made the following recom- 

mendations in their first report :— 


1. That so far as Cannon-street Station is 
concerned the Corporation accept the conclu- 
sion of the British Transport Commission 
that it should remain for at least 25 years. 
but that in the interim period the Trans- 
port Commission should facilitate such 
alterations as may be necessary to secure 
the widening of Upper Thames-street at its 
present level. 

2. That so far as the removal of Black- 
friars railway bridge and station and the 
railway viaduct to Holborn Viaduct is con- 
cerned, the Corporation agree that these 
works are desirable on planning grounds 
and to that end would be willing to enter 
into discussion with the British Transport 
Commission, and other interested authori- 
ties, as to the cost of the railway works 
involved and the proportions to be borne 
by the various parties. 

3. That in such discussions, the Corpora- 
tion would not wish to press for the railway 
works to be carried out if it involved any 
substantial financial contribution from the 
planning funds as indicated in the British 
Transport Commission’s Report to the 
Ministry of Transport. 

4. That the Corporation would welcome 
the views of the British Transport Commis- 
sion as to the feasibility and estimated cost 
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of carrying out alterations to eliminate the 
section of railway line from Blackfriars 
Station to Holborn Viaduct only. 


5. That if the comparative high priority 
which the British Transport Commission 
give to the Blackfriars project in their re- 
construction programme is a material factor 
contributing to the cost of the project, the 
Corporation would not be prepared to press 
for its early implementation. 

6. That, having regard to the possibility 
that the elimination of Blackfriars and 
Holborn Viaduct Stations and the con- 
sequent removal of the railways between 
them may have to be postponed for a con- 
siderable period, consideration is being given 
to the preparation of suitable interim pro- 
posals for the layout of Ludgate-circus and 
Blackfriars bridgehead and vicinity, which 
could be carried out while the railways 
remain but which would be capable of 
adaptation and completion when the rail- 
ways are removed. 


Alternative to the Cheapside Underpass 

The second report, which was also pre- 
sented to the Court of Common Council 
yesterday, gave details of a scheme for the 
reconstruction of the area around Cheapside 
as an alternative to that proposal in the final 
report of Dr. C. H. Holden and Professor 
W. G. Holford, joint consultants on recon- 
struction in the city, which had _ been 
adopted by the Court in July, 1947. A pro- 
posal in that report set out a scheme for 
a new road, the Cheapside Underpass, which 
was to pass beneath Cheapside. 

After having made detailed investigations 
of the problems involved in the construc- 
tion of such an underpass, the improvements 
and town planning committee found that the 
cost of construction and of the acquisition 
of land would be approximately £911,000. 
They also found that it was unlikely that 
anv contribution to the cost would be made 
either by the London County Council or 
the Ministry of Transport, since the under- 
pass would afford relief to local traffic only 
and could not be regarded as a main route 
through the city. 


The revised scheme, which has_ the 
approval of the consultants and of the 
f the City Police, may be 


Commissioner 0 
briefly described as follows :— 

Bow-LANE: south of Watling-street to 
become a footway: north of Watling-street 
to be widened to approximately 30 ft. and to 
be a one-way street. from south to north. 
WATLING-STREET: to be widened to at least 
32 ft. from Bread-street to Queen-street, and 
to be a one-way street from Queen-street 


to Bow-lane. WATLING-COURT: to be Te- 
designed as a service court to adjoining 
d CHURCHYARD: to be 


buildings. Bow 
widened and extended to provide an im- 
proved view of the Church of St. Mary-le- 
Bow. BREAD-STREET: to be widened to 
32 ft; and WooD-STREET: to be widened to 
36 ft. to provide a north-south link through 
the area. RUSSIA-ROW and TRUMP-STREET: 
to be widened to 32 ft. LAWRENCE-LANE: 
northern and southern ends to be closed and 
to become footways only. KING-STREET, 
GRESHAM-STREET and CANNON-STREET: to be 
widened to 40 ft. 50 ft. and 68 ft., 
respectively. 
Two Annual Reports 

The second and third annuai reports for 
1948-49 and 1949-50 respectively have been 
issued by the National Association of Parish 
Councils, 26, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 
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LEASEHOLD PROPERTY (TEMPORARY 
PROVISIONS) BILL 


By a Legal Correspondent 


THE Leasehold Property (Temporary 

Provisions) Bill, which received its 
second reading in the House of Commons 
last week, is designed to give temporary 
relief to three main classes of tenant. 
First, there are the tenant-occupiers of 
dwelling-houses held on long leases which 
are now falling in. -This class of tenant 
has no security of tenure under the Rent 
Restrictions Acts when the ground lease 
expires, and legislation was _ therefore 


urgently necessary to avoid their being left. 


at the mercy of their landlords. Secondly, 
there are the sub-tenants of dwelling-houses 
held on long leases. Sub-lessees will 
normally have the protection of the Rent 
Acts against the superior lessee, but it was 
recently decided by the Court of Appeal 
that they cannot claim the protection of 
the Rent Acts as against the head landlord 
when the lease expires. The Court of 
Appeal were forced to this conclusion on 
the wording of the Rent Acts, but they 
recognised that it was an anomaly and 
probably unintended. (This case was re- 
ported under the title of Knightsbridgc 
Estates v. Deeley in 1950, All-England Law 
Reports, vol. 1, p. 577.) The third group 


of tenants dealt with in the new Bill are the 
lessees of shops. 

The presentation of the Bill is no sudden 
move on the part of the Government, for 
the problem of leaseholds has been re- 
ceiving a good deal of public attention for 


some time past. In 1948 the Government 
appointed a committee to examine the 
whole question with particular reference to 
the proposal that ground tenants of dwell- 
ing-houses should be given the right of 
enfranchisement, that is of compulsory 
purchase of the freehold interest. The 
majority of the committee reported against 
enfranchisement, but made a number of 
important recommendations for rectifying 
the worst injustices of the existing law. 
The most important of these recommenda- 
tions was that, subject to certain just ex- 
ceptions, occupying ground lessees of 
dwelling-houses should become entitled on 
the expiration of their lease to a rent con- 
trolled tenancy at an arbitrated rack-rent. 
There were also important recommenda- 
tions with regard to repairs and the re- 
newal of business tenancies. 


In a minority report, however, the two 
Socialist members of the committee came 
out firmly in favour of enfranchisement so 
far as dwelling-houses were concerned. 
How far this view represents that of the 
majority of the Labour Party is difficult to 
judge. Certainly the two members con- 
cerned—Mr. Ungoed-Thomas, K.C., M.P., 
and Mr. Leslie Hale, M.P.—had the sup- 
port of the Trades Union Congress, which 
gave evidence before the Government 
Committee. There is, however, an influen- 
tial body of opinion in the Labour Party 
who are opposed to enfranchisement and 
take up a position roughly similar to that 
of the majority of the Government Com- 
mittee, although the reasons for their con- 
clusions may be somewhat different. One 
of the soundest arguments adduced by this 
body of opinion is that the property con- 
cerned is in many cases due for demolition 
jn a few years’ time, and that in the mean- 


time, it is best left in the hands of the 
present owners. At the other extreme are 
some who want enfranchisement, but who 
(unlike Mr. Ungoed-Thomas and Mr. Hale) 
feel that the present owners should be more 
or less expropriated and not given a fair 
compensation price. 

The political scene is somewhat com- 
plicated by the fact that some Conservative 
M.P.s appear to be in favour of enfran- 
chisement. These are probably a small 
minority, but there are many others who 
are clearly in favour of substantial reform. 

Amid all these cross-currents of opinion, 
the Government have evidently decided to 
play safe and have brought in a_ purely 
standstill measure designed to last for only 
two years. 


Summary of the Bill 


The Bill extends only to England and 
Wales. A parallel measure has been intro- 
duced for Scotland ir respect of dwelling- 
houses; shop tenancics in Scotland are 
already the subject of legislation. 

Part I of the Bill deals with dwellings 
held on long leases, that is, leases for more 
than'21 years. Where such a lease expires 
within a period of two years from the pass- 
ing of the Act, and the tenant or a member 
of his family is in occupation, the tenant 
is to continue until the end of the two-year 
period. The continued tenancy is to be on 
the same terms as previously, except as 
otherwise provided by the Bill (clause 1). 

The main effect is that the tenancy will 
be continued on the same terms as to rent, 
but that the landlord will not (as the Bill 
now stands) be able to forfeit the lease on 
the ground of non-repair (clause 4). The 
continued tenancy is to be a tenancy of the 
whole of the property included in the 
original lease (clause 17). The effect of this 
will be in many cases to prolong the 
tenancies of shops and other business 
premises where these are combined with 
a dwelling-house. There is no provision to 
enable the ground landlord to secure pos- 
session for the purpose of redevelopment. 

Provision is also made for the continuance 
of long leases which expire before the pass- 
ing of the Act. In these cases also the 
tenancy will be continued until the end of 
the two-year period provided that the tenant 
or a member of his family was in 
occupation when the lease expired and 
has continued in occupation since then 
(clause 2). This will not apply, how- 
ever, where the landlord and the tenant 
have already agreed on a renewal of the 
lease on different terms as to rent, etc. Pro- 
vision is made in the First Schedule for the 
repayment of any fines or similar sums paid 
by way of consideration for the renewal of 
the tenancy. 

There is a curious provision in clause 2 
that a tenancy continued by virtue of this 
clause shall, as from the date of continua- 
tion, be deemed to be an over-riding interest 
for the purposes of section 70 (1) of the Land 
Registration Act, 1925. This applies only to 
registered land, and its effect will be that a 
purchaser, who has bought the property or 
entered into a contract to buy it since the 
continuation date, will find the property 
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burdened for over two years with a lease the 
continuance of which he had no reason to 
contemplate at the time he entered into the 
contract to buy the property. This, however, 
would appear to be the case with unregistered 
land also, and one only concludes that the 
draftsman has made this particular provision 
in the case of registered land from excess of 
caution. 

Clause 3 enables a tenant to determine his 
tenancy before the end of the two-year 
period by serving notice on the landlord. 
The notice is to be in writing and may be 
left at the landlord’s last known place of 
abode or business. If the notice is sent by 
post, it must be under registered cover. 

By clause 4 the landlord is prevented from 
enforcing by way of forfeiture any term or 
condition (other than the payment of rent 
or an obligation to insure) of any tenancy 
referred to in clause 1 or 2. The main effect 
of this will be that, as already noted, the 
landlord will not be able to enforce coven- 
ants to repair so long as the tenancy is 
continued by virtue of the Act (except, pos- 
sibly, by asking the court for an injunction). 
Once the tenancy comes to an end, he will 
be able—unless further legislation is passed 
in the meantime—to bring an action for 
damages in respect of any breaches of 
covenant. 

The position of sub-tenants, following the 
decision in the Knightsbridge Estates case, 
is dealt with in clause 5. Briefly, sub-tenants. 
are to be allowed to remain in occupation 
until the end of the two-year period. The 
sub-tenancy must have been “lawfully 
created *—an unfortunate phrase in view of 
the fact that its meaning in the Rent Acts 
has not yet been finally clarified. 


Clause 6 provides for the application of 
Part I to tenancies and sub-tenancies held 
on trust or as part of the estate of a 
deceased person. References to “the 
tenant” or “sub-tenant” are to include 
persons beneficially interested in the trust 
or estate. 


Part II of the. Bill deals with shop ten- 
ancies. The definition of shop (to be found 
in clause 17) is rather complicated, and, with 
respect to the draftsmen, unnecessarily so. 
To qualify as a shop the premises must fulfil 
two requirements: (i) they must be used 
wholly for business purposes and (ii) must 
be used wholly or mainly for retail trade or 
business. The phrase “ retail trade or busi- 
ness” is also defined, but by cross-reference 
to another Act of Parliament and even then 
not comprehensively. Public houses are ex- 
cluded, but restaurants are included provided 
that they are not licensed for the sale of 
drinks. Hairdressers’ shops, lending libraries 
(if run for profit), and premises used for 
retail sales by auction are also included. 
Estate agents’ premises are apparently ex- 
cluded, although they are regarded as shops 
for certain purposes in connection with the 
Town and Country Planning Act. 


The provisions relating to shop tenancies: 
are very different from those as to dwelling 
houses. There is no automatic extension 
of tenancies in the case of shops—the tenant 
must go to the county court, which has a 
discretion in the matter. Clause 8 enables: 
the tenant to apply to the court for a new 
tenancy, where, “ apart from the next follow- 
ing section,” the expiring tenancy would’ 
come to an end during the period of two: 
years for which the Act is in force. The 
words “apart from the next following sec~ 
tion” would appear to exclude shop 
tenancies which are already protected by the 
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Rent Acts—that is because they form part 
of rent-controlled houses. These provisions 
will apply to any tenancy the subject of 
which: 


(a) consists of a shop; or 


(b) consists of a shop and of living 
accommodation occupied wholly or mainly 
by the tenant or an employee; or 


(c) includes a separate part which con- 
sists of a shop. 

In cases (a) and (b) above the tenancy is 
to be a tenancy of the whole of the subject 
of the expiring tenancy. In case (c) the new 
tenancy is to be confined to the part used as 
a shop—except that where the subject of the 
expiring tenancy includes a separate part 
consisting of living accommodation occupied 
wholly or mainly by the tenant or an 
employee, and an application is made in that 
behalf, the court may order that the new 
tenancy shall consist of both parts. 

Clause 9 requires that an application for 
renewal of a tenancy expiring by effluxion 
of time must be made not later than one 
month beforehand. Where the tenancy is 
due to expire by notice to quit, the appli- 
cation must be made after the notice and 
not later than one month thereafter. The 
expiring tenancy is continued until one 
month after the court's decision. 


The powers of the court are laid down 
in clause 10. This provides that, on an 
application being made, the court may 
grant a new tenancy for such period (not 
exceeding one year) at such rent and on 
such conditions as it thinks fit. The court 
shall not grant a new tenancy if it is 
satisfied : 

(a) that the tenant has broken any of 
the terms of the expiring tenancy and 
that the breach is such that a new 
tenancy ought to be granted; or 


(b) that the landlord has offered satis- 
factory alternative accommodation; 


(c) that the landlord reasonably 
requires possession for the purposes of 
redevelopment; or 


(d) where there subsists in the premisés 
an interest belonging to a _ public 
authority, that in the public interest a 
new tenancy ought not to be granted; or 


(e) that greater hardship would be 
caused by granting a new tenancy than 
by refusing to grant it. 

Where the landlord himself is a tenant 
ind the new sub-tenancy would extend 
beyond the expiry of the intermediate 
lease, the latter lease may also be extended 
(clause 11). In clause 12 are several pro- 
visions the general effect of which is to 
prevent the tenant claiming the benefits of 
the Landlord and Tenant Act, 1927, as well 
as those of the new Bill. 


Clause 13 is likely to arouse a good deal 
of criticism. It provides that no appeal 
shall be brought against decisions of the 
county court under Part II of the Bill. Its 
object is presumably to protect the tenant 
against the allegedly “longer purse” of the 
landlord. Its effect, however, will be to 
prevent a right of appeal even where the 
county court is wrong in law—unless it 
could be shown that the court had ex- 
ceeded its jurisdiction. 

‘Part III of the Bill contains a number 
of miscellaneous provisions arising out of 
Parts I and II. The most important of 
chese are that the Bill is to bind the Crown. 
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There are also two schedules dealing with 
a number of incidental matters. 


Conclusion 

It cannot be pretended that this is an 
entirely satisfactory Bill. Although it re- 
ceived its second reading without a division, 
there are likely to be a great number of 
amendments in the Committee stage. The 
Solicitor-General has indicated that the 
operation of clause 4 in particular will 
require further consideration. 

The Bill is in fact full of anomalies. 
Thus under clause 2 the tenant who has 
“ played fair” and entered into a new 
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contract with his landlord on different 
terms as to rent, etc., apparently gets no 
protection, whereas the tenant who has 
“held over,” and, strictly speaking, has no 
right to be in occupation, comes within the 
Bill. Another anomaly is that the landlord 
of shop premises can secure possession for 
the purpose of redevelopment, but not the 
ground landlord of a dwelling-house. 


Many of these anomalies undoubtedly 
result from the fact that the Bill is a purely 
temporary measure. The sooner, therefore, 
that Parliament deals with the question of 
leaseholds on 4 permanent basis _ the 
better. 


BUILDING EDUCATION CONFERENCE 


Educationists and Builders Confer 


NEE; R. R. COSTAIN, C.B.E., president 
* of the L.M.B.A., presided recently at a 
conference on building education held at 
47, Bedford-square, W.C.1. The main pur- 
pose of the conference, which was attended 
by Heads of building departments of techni- 
cal schools, members of the L.M.B.A. and 
others, was to establish a closer liaison 
between industrialists and educationists. 


In his opening remarks, Mr. Costain said 
that the L.M.B.A. had never been more 
interested in the necessity for education than 
it was to-day, and it seemed evident that 
this interest would be sustained by the presi- 
dents who would follow in the next few 
years. This interest had been accentuated 
by the findings of the Building Productivity 
and Working Party Reports recently pub- 
lished, and the help and guidance of the 
conference would be greatly appreciated. 


Several of the school Principals who spoke 
emphasised the need for the attendance of 
apprentices at part-time day classes beyond 
the age of 18, and comparison was made 
with the engineering industry, where 
students, it was stated, were permitted to 
attend day classes up to the age of 22. 


Mr. Scotr (Northern Polytechnic) referred 
to the difficulty of a fixed rule, bearing in 
mind the month at which the boy reached 
the age of 18, and suggested that a scheme 
should be devised whereby a boy had not 
less than two full years’ training and that 
there should be a possibility of four years’ 
training “for boys with the ability to take 
advantage of the additional period. 

Mr. HeatHcoat (S.E. Essex Technical 
College) said that in each year 95 per cent. 
of engineering apprentices over the age of 
18 were released for part-time day classes, 
but only a very small percentage were 
released in the building industry. Consider- 
able frustration occurred among building 
apprentices. and those teaching them because 
of this apparent limitation in their training. 


Mr. YEOMANS (L.M.B.A.) thought that the 
problems of the engineering and building 
industries were not quite comparable because 
of the different aspects of the work and the 
variation in building contracts. MR. HILL 
(L.M.B.A.) inquired whether the problem 
could be solved by increasing the age from 
18 to 19. 


Extra Training for Some Students 

Mr. GarrReETT (L.M.B.A.) referred to the 
fact that frequently boys were left to 
approach the employer to ask for an exten- 
sion of time to attend part-time day classes, 
and he suggested that it would be preferable 


that applications for such extensions should 
come from the schools. MR. WOODBINE 
PARISH (L.M.B.A.) supported Mr. Garrett’s 
point of view, but thought that the age limit 
should be amended so that boys should be 
permitted to attend part-time day classes 
until the end of the school year immediately 
following the month in which they attained 
the age of 18, and that recommendations for 
more promising pupils to continue their train- 
ing beyond the age of 18 should be given 
favourable and sympathetic consideration. 

Mr. STALLEY (Croydon Polytechnic) 
thought that an examination rather than age 
should be the determining factor for the 
continuation of training. If a certain standard 
were set. colleges would know which boys 
to recommend. Mr. Hay (Ministry of 
Education) suggested that it would be an 
honour for a boy to be recommended for 
continuation of training and this fact should 
be emphasised. 

Mr. Price (Regional Advisory Council) 
suggested that the L.M.B.A. should con- 
sider taking some active steps to disseminate 
among its members the recommendation that 
in cases where school Principals advocated 
an extension of time for apprentices attend- 
ing part-time day classes, approval ‘should 
be granted wherever possible. THE CHAIRMAN 
suggested that recommendations for exten- 
sions of attendances at part-time day classes 
should emanate from the colleges. It was 
necessary for someone to take this responsi- 
bility and he hoped educationists would 
accept it. He felt that 90 per cent. of 
employers would respond to such recom- 
mendations, and he agreed that the L.M.B.A. 
should give every encouragement through its 
members for boys to continue classes over 
the stated age if the colleges would under- 
take the onerous responsibility of making 
recommendations in suitable cases. 

Mr. Farkus (L.M.B.A.) submitted that in 
some cases hardship was caused because of 
the rule prohibiting admission to some 
colleges before the age of 17. Another point 
raised by Mr. Price concerned the responsi- 
bility of local authorities to give proper 
facilities for all apprentices to attend classes 
immediately they started work. The local 
authorities, he said, held the view that a 
preliminary course was desirable, and he 
thought this was a point for the building 
industry to consider. If there were areas in 
which, in the opinion of the Association, 
apprentices at 15 were not receiving adequate 
educational advantages, the matter should be 
raised with the local authorities concerned. 

Mr. Goopin (Hammersmith School of 
Building) referred to the necessity for boys 
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to receive adequate training in their early 
years and suggested that curricula were not 
being sufficiently correlated. It was desirable 
that general subjects, including English, 
should be included in the first two years’ 
training. This link between junior and senior 
tuition was very important. Mr. Scott agreed 
that this was a serious problem and recom- 
mended that the Association should formu- 
late a policy for consideration to ensure that 
these gaps did not occur. 


Principals and heads of building depart- 
ments of several schools then explained the 
methods they adopted to report on the atten- 
dance and progress of boys and, after some 
discussion on this point, MR. WoopBINE 
PARISH reminded the conference that under 
the terms of the indenture there was a legal 
obligation upcn employers to allow boys to 
attend day release classes. As a result of 
the discussion there appeared to be a con- 
siderable number of systems for reporting 
progress and it would be helpful if some 
uniformity could be achieved, he said. 
Training Office Workers 

It was suggested by several of those present 
that there was very little part-time day 
release and no apprenticeship scheme for 
office workers and this was apparently 
common throughout the country. Mr. 
YEOMANS explained that as a matter of 
policy it was more difficult to allow office 
staff to attend daytime classes than to release 
craftsmen for this purpose. It was also sug- 
gested and agreed that it was essential to 
train executives and that such training 
would be more satisfactory if taken in the 
form of a part-time day class. Views in 
favour of such training were put forward 
by Mr. GopparRD and Mr. Pocock (Ealing 
Technical College). 


Mr. HeaTH (S.E. London Technical Col- 
lege) said he had been running foremanship 
courses for a number of years, but these had 
not normally been successful. Mr. Woop- 
BINE PARISH explained that only since the 
war had employers realised the necessity for 
releasing men for such training. Experi- 
mental courses were being tried up and down 
the country. It seemed that there was a need 
for a special course for men engaged in 
maintenance work and he hoped next year 
there would be three courses, a preliminary 
course followed by a more advanced course 
on the lines of the existing N.F.B.T.E. 
approved courses, and a special course for 
maintenance builders and their supervisory 
staff. 


Degree Course Needed 

Mr. Scotr suggested that consideration 
should be given to a form of training suitable 
for men who would occupy high executive 
positions in the industry. He referred to sug- 
gestions which had been made during the 
last 20 years that a degree course should 
be instituted. It seemed a great pity that 
this had not yet been achieved. He called 
attention to the professional status of archi- 
tects and surveyors and said that there 
should be some educational goal as an aim 
for any form of training, and this would 
be of great benefit to the industry. 


Mr. GARRETT agreed in the main with Mr. 
Scott’s views, but expressed the opinion that 
the main problem was that it was possible 
for a builder to operate without having had 
a specified course of training, and there was, 
therefore, not the same urge for all builders 
to reach a high standard of training. The 
position of architects and surveyors was not 
quite parallel as it was not possible for men 
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to follow either of these professions unless 
they had attained a definite qualification. 

Mr. STALLEY also spoke of the necessity 
for specialised training in the building in- 
dustry and referred to the School of Aero- 
nautics for those engaged in the aircraft 
industry, and suggested that it was 
time that the building industry set up 
a school of building on the same 
lines. Mr. Rem (Brixton School of 
Building) pointed out that there were 
already in the London area a considerable 
number of courses for management which, 
however, had not attracted entrants from 
the building industry. He hoped in time it 
would be possible to set up comprehensive 
administrative courses for which certificates 
would be awarded. THE CHAIRMAN said that 
this was a matter which should receive 
consideration nationally. 

On the question of lectures on building 
subjects, Mr. HEATH suggested that the 
L.M.B.A. should keep a list of suitable men 
within the industry who would be available 
to lecture. He thought that such training 
would be better than apprentice master 
schemes and referred to the difficulty of 
obtaining qualified ‘lecturers. Mr, Woop- 
BINE PARISH suggested that a register of such 
men might be compiled for the benefit of 
the technical schools and the chairman said 
that notice would be taken of this sugges- 
tion. 

Mr. Goopin said it was felt that there 
was a need for much closer liaison between 
the technical schools and the industry, and 
Mr. Scott also spoke of the need for closer 
co-operation. 


Levels of Education 


Turning to another matter, MR. PRicE said 
that the Regional Advisory Council for 
Higher Technological Education already 
dealt with matters of advanced technical 
education, but suggested that a standing 
committee might be set up to deal with 
other levels of education. He appreciated 
that employers were busy and there was a 
limit to the time they could give to such 
organisations, but if such a committee could 
be formed, he felt that it would be of great 
value. The chairman said it appeared that 
in some areas local committees functioned 
satisfactorily and in some they did not, and 
that the L.M.B.A. would be pleased to con- 
sider any suggestion which might help. 

Mr. Goopin spoke on the question of 
securing effective enrolment for all courses 
and said that it seemed that better distribu- 
tion. was required within the areas. There 
was a certain amount of confusion in Lon- 
don at the present time. MR. WooDBINE 
ParisuH referred to a memorandum prepared 
recently by the L.M.B.A. on the whole sub- 
ject, which, he thought, would do a great 
deal to bring about a larger enrolment and 
resolve.some of the confusion which had 
arisen due to lack of any consolidated 
information. 

It was pointed out that the possibility of 
regularising courses was rather involved, 
particularly as nine educational authorities 
were involved, but it was agreed that the 
matter required attention. Mr. Woodbine 
Parish said that the great differences in 
terminology caused some confusion. It was 


generally agreed that there was a need for 
more uniformity both in the courses and in 
their titles. 

Among other matters mentioned at the 
conference were the following:—Vacation 
work for students—It was suggested that 
there was a need for more employers to take 
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on students during long vacations and it 
was thought that a register of employers 
prepared to take students would be of great 
value. 

Incentives for Students 

Incentives.—MkR. REID suggested that there 
was not sufficient incentive to students 
taking examinations and inquired whether 
the industry could do anything to help. 
Mr. PATON WALKER (N.F.B.T.E.) said that 
the industry was aware of this need and he 
thought a solution might be found in the 
near future. Mr. Keep (Willesden Tech- 
nical College) thought that the operation 
of the Prize Fund might be divided between 
the schools and colleges. 

Visits to technical colleges —MR. KEEP 
said he believed that the staffs and students 
of colleges would be encouraged if em- 
ployers would find the time to call in and 
see the apprentices being trained. He felt 
also that visits to sites might be made, if 
the association could do anything to inform 
technical schools of interesting sites which 
could be visited. THE CHAIRMAN said the 
Education Sub-Committee of the L.M.B.A. 
would be pleased to hear of any buildings 
which might be visited. 


OBITUARY 
Vincent Jerome Esch, C.Y.O., F.R.1.B.A. 


We regret to announce the death on 
December 9 of Mr. Vincent Jerome Esch. 
C.V.O., F.R.I.B.A., who was responsible for 
the design of a number of important build- 
ings in India. He was 74. 

Among the appointments which Mr. Esch 
held were those of architect to the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway Co. and_ superintending 
architect to the trustees of the All India 
Victoria Memorial. His designs won com- 
petitions for the Bengal Club and Chambers,. 
Calcutta, and the Allahabad Bank, Calcutta. 
He was commissioned by the Government of 
H.E.H. the Nizam of Hyderabad to design 
the High Courts of Justice, Oosmania 
General Hospital, the City High School and 
Hyderabad railway station. Other works in 
Calcutta included ‘“ Alexandra Court” (a 
block of flats), “‘Grosvenor House” (shops, 
offices and flats), ‘Temple Chambers” 
(chambers and offices) and the Royal Cal- 
cutta Turf Club race stand and dining hall. 


Edward Percy Archer, F.R.1.B.A. 


We regret to record the death on Decem- 
ber 9, at the age of 70, of Mr. Edward 
Percy Archer, F.R.I.B.A. Mr. Archer 
designed houses at Hartfield, Sussex, and 
numerous others in the neighbourhood of 
Banstead, Surrey. The Belmont (Surrey) 
War Memorial, erected in 1920, is an ex- 
ample of his work, as is the Elders-Fyffes’ 
War Memorial. He designed also a factory 
at Clapham. 


Charles J. P. Cave, F.S.A. 


We record with regret the death on Decem- 
ber 8 at his home at Stoner Hill, Peters- 
field, of Mr. Charles J. P. Cave, F.S.A., who 
won distinction in two fields: as a meteor- 
ologist and as an authority on medizval 
stone carving. An accomplished photo- 
grapher, Mr. Cave spent much time seeking 
out and capturing, by means of his camera, 
the rich artistry and fine craftsmanship 
embodied in the practically invisible roof- 
bosses of mediseval churches. After long 
and careful research, he produced in 1934 a 
series of superb photographs which showed 
the magnificent carvings in the roof of 
Canterbury Cathedral. He was 79. 
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THE BUILDER 


PLANNING AND ENGINEERING 
Paper at the Town Planning Institute 


‘HE point that it was engineering which 
maintained a sense of proportion and 

a sense of balance in planning, was made by 
Mr. JOHN W. HENDERSON, B.Sc., A.M.LC.E. 
chief engineer to the Hemel Hempstead 
Development Corporation, in a paper read 
to the Town Planning Institute on Decem- 


ber 7. Speaking of the dependence of plan- 
ning .upon engineering, Mr. Henderson 
said : 





I think it can rightly be said that in what- 
ever engineer sphere the engineer is involved, 
engineering cannot properly be carried out 
without foresight and planning. Whilst this 
is a fundamental axiom of engineering, it is 
not always recognised that even more so is 
planning dependent upon engineering. Plan- 
ning covers both outline and detailed pro- 
posals for use of land. Neither of these 
can properly be considered until due engin- 
eer consideration has been given. The 
engineer appreciation for any planning pro- 
posal is vital and should take precedence 
over any other technical consideration. 
Depending upon the engineer advice the 
planner can proceed, realising, I hope, that 
he proceeds within the limits allowed by 
the engineer advice. What is the scope of 
the engineer advice? First, the engineer 
advantages and disadvantages: second, the 
timing of engineer achievement required to 
permit planning achievement; third, the 
economic background of the development; 
and fourth, the practicability of the develop- 
ment. 


These are four fundamental points cover- 
ing the engineer appreciation. Why are 
they fundamental ? Because, properly 
applied by the planner, they witl permit the 
preparation of a positive and flexible plan. 
No plan, I submit, whether it be a county 
development plan, a redevelopment plan of 
a blitzed town, redevelopment of an exist- 
ing town, a neighbourhood plan, or outline 
plans for future town development such as 
we have seen as a post-war feature in plan- 
ning, can be justified unless it brings out the 
essence of the engineer appreciation with 
the planning proposal developed thereon. 
indicating with full knowledge of the engin- 
eer implications how the proposals can in 
practice be positive and at the same time 
flexible, and justify being carried out. By 
preparing a positive plan, a plan which will 
work, a sense of balance is achieved. By 
preparing a flexible plan, a plan which will 
allow freedom of adjustment as time 
demands in the unfolding of the plan, a 
sense of proportion is achieved. The engin- 
eer’s task has always been that of laying 
down services to suit the future, and he 
must therefore be allowed to make the 
appropriate maximum practicable contribu- 
tion in planning ccnsiderations. 


Engineer Matters 


Mr. Henderson went on to show how this 
dependence of planning upon engineering 
is governed by the various engineer matters 
which dictate the shape of a plan, and we 
take the following extracts from his re- 
marks :— 


Drainage.—Drainage, to the planner, 
should mean drainage areas and catchment 
areas, the attempt to plan within them and 
the restriction of development where drain- 
age is uneconomic. If this fact can be 


impressed upon the planner I am sure great 
improvement will be made in the prepara- 
tion of practical planning. Without this 


realisation, the planner faces duplication of: 


drainage costs and unnecessary 
limitations on development. 


physical 


Foul Drainage.—Foul sewers are designed 
to take an assumed rate of flow per head 
of population, with perhaps exceptional 
allowance for a particular industry. Sewers 
are therefore limited in design to dealing 
with the flow of a given population. What 
of the future population growth? Are we 
to design and construct sewers to cater for 
the future, and are we to do this on a wide 
or narrow basis? The cost of providing 
for the increased sewer capacity when the 
demand arises, as has so often happened 
in the past, is probably three times the cost 
of making the provision at the outset. For 
example, a sewer outfall for a town of 
100,000 population would, only exceed the 
cost of that for a town of 50.000 popula- 
tion by 20 per cent. 

Sewage Disposal——Sewage disposal no 
longer means the broad irrigation of the 
sewage farm, with its waste of land, 
unattractive atmospheric conditions and 
variable efficiency. It comprises to-day 
highly efficient. scientific and _ technical 
methods of treatment comprising disposal 
plant and equipment, and treats the sewage 
on a known basis of flow per head of popu- 
lation. By siting and designing sewage dis- 
posal works with a view to serving large 
regional areas plan- 
ning can be con- 
siderably simplified. 

Communications.— 
Communications are 
to-day wider than 
ever in their influ- 
ence on_ planning. 
Whereas we are in- 
clined to think in 
the narrower sphere 
of road communica- 
tion. we must not 
forget the wider 
effects of air. rail 
and water. Whilst 
these latter three 
are invariably of a 
national order. of 
control, there is 
need to bring them 
into local engineer 
appreciation because 
of their siting and 
their traffic implica- 
tions. Whatever 
level of planning is 
encountered, 
whether. it be the 
housing estate, in- 
dustrial estate. neigh- 
bourhood, town plan 
or county plan, 
traffic estimates must 


be made so. that 
a communication 
plan may be pro- 


vided to satisfy it. 
The Ministry of 
Transport have 
recently given a re- 
vised basis of traffic 
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estimate calculation in Memorandum 653. 
Traffic estimates demand a road pattern, 
whereupon immediate conflict arises between 
what is a desirable plan for planning reasons 
and what is ‘a practicable engineer road 
and traffic plan. Engineer advice will indi- 
cate reasonable communication along real- 
istic lines at realistic levels with due allow- 
ance for traffic segregation, and for these 
reasons engineer advice should be accepted, 
otherwise the economics of road communi- 
cation destroy any attempt to achieve the 
plan. 


Economy through Consultation 

Electricity —Electricity is very often sum- 
marily dismissed in planning considerations. 
I think this is because, since it is apparently 
a trading undertaking, it is assumed that it 
will meet the wishes of the planner. I know 
that electrical engineers have bitter memor- 
ies of having to follow a plan, when a little 
consideration and consultation with them on 
the part of the planner might have reduced 
the cost of supply and distribution to the 
consumer and economised in materials, 
labour and operation. Is electricity to 
follow ? If it is, then clearly we are always 
to have the overhead versus underground 
argument with them on amenity grounds. 
Overhead distribution is approximately one- 
third or less of the cost of underground dis- 
tribution. Sources of electricity should be 
planned to suit areas of known loads, other- 
wise we have uneconomical distribution, 
both in stations and cables, and consequent 
difference must arise between planner and 
electrical engineer on grounds not only of 
amenity, which @susuaily so forcibly expres- 
sed from time to time by public inquiries, 
but also on practicability in meeting the 


To commemorate the Festival of Britain 

four houses of Cotswold stone, with stone-tiled roofs and mullioned windows, 

are being built at Stanton, Gloucestershire, for the Cheltenham R.D.C. 

The illustration shows Mr. H. T. Rainger, F.R.I.B.A., who designed the 
houses, on the site with Mr. Charles Steward, the builder 
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needs of the planner and thus limiting the 
flexibility of the plan. 


Gas.—Production, storage and distribu- 
tion of gas are all matters which concern 
planning. I believe my gas engineer friends 
would agree that gas supply, while not 
always an essential domestic need, is always 
an essential industrial need. The suitable 
siting of production units of proper size to 
suit the future should now be an accepted 
planning consideration, together with the 
siting of gas holders either in conjunction 
with the production units or placed at 
strategic points. Planning can also assist 
the economic distribution of gas by giving 
the gas engineer confidence in the shape of 
things to come so that his mains can be 
provided sufficiently large to cater for the 
future. 


Telecommunications. — Telecommunica- 
tions is, I believe, the only one of the pub- 
lic engineering services.which is required to 
notify the local authority of its proposals. 
Here again is a case of demand and supply. 
Demand must be known as closely as pos- 
sible if adequate methods to meet demand 
are to be found. ‘Here again, of course, we 
are dealing with a very large national prob- 
lem, and I want to use telecommunications 
as an illustration in bringing out the need 
for consultation and consideration of this 
engineer demand. The Post Office engineer 
will always present you with his penetration 
problem. What is the degree of telephone 
penetration expected within the area to be 
planned ? Upon this depends the siting of 
telephone exchanges and telephone plant, 
both overhead and underground. 


Refuse Disposal—Is planning concerned 
with refuse disposal or is it just one of 
those services which again are taken as 
very late sequels in an already developed 
community? Refuse disposal is normally 
provided by either destruction in the large 
type of refuse destructor building with which 
the country is generally familiar, or by tip- 
ping. Both of these methods affect the use 
of land. Destruction plant requires careful 
decision on siting, size, access, etc., whilst 
tipping requires equally careful consideration 
in respect of land reclamation and amenity. 
Planning, in engineer opinion, must take 
refuse disposal into early consideration be- 
cause, first, it presents a practical difficulty 
in determining the use of land and, second, 
it is a considerable charge upon the com- 
munity, a charge which by care and skill 
in planning can be greatly reduced. 


Engineer and Planning Administration 


The planning control machine now vested 
in county councils and county boroughs has 
81 engineers filling the chief planning officer 
appointments out of a total of 153. This is 
mentioned only in passing as a point of inter- 
est which I noticed in reading through the 
tecently published Schuster Report on the 
qualifications of planners. The point I wish 
to make is that planning contro] intended 
by the 1947 Act can only be properly 
achieved by full knowledge or awareness on 
the part of planning departments of engineer 
opinion. I do not wish to provoke discus- 
sion on the qualifications of a planner, which 
has been so ably handled in the report refer- 
red to, except to make this point, that in so 
far as the engineer is concerned, whatever 
administration operates to exercise planning 
control, the appropriate departments and 


officers must have a sound engineer founda- 
tion, either in the form of direction from the 
top, an engineer section as an integral part 
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of the department, or outside advice, in all 
cases to be available at all stages of planning 
control. 


We must remember that the engineer can 
do almost anything, but in achieving this it 
will be at a price, and it is engineer advice 
only which will sound that sense of propor- 
tion on the merits of what the plan would 
otherwise seek to achieve. If considered by 
the administrative machine at the prelimin- 
ary stage, the engineer case can be made 
clear for the administrative decision to be 
reached, but if not, and regrettably this has 
so often happened in the. past, it is too late, 
and future extravagant expenditure results. 


Discussion 


Mr. H. T. HouGu, City Engineer, Liver- 
pool, said Col. Henderson’s problems at 
Hemel Hempstead must be similar to those 
at Liverpool in many respects. Had the 
Greater London Plan prevailed, he would no 
doubt have had a virgin site on which to 
develop a brand new town, but he (Mr. 
Hough) understood that the proposal gave 
way to the one on which Col. Henderson was 
now engaged, involving the growth of the 
existing nucleus of Hemel Hempstead, with 
a population of just over 20,000, to a town 
of three times that size. Such a problem 
would call for the greatest skill in both 
planning and engineering. 

When considering planning and engineer- 
ing it must not be forgotten what the planner 
and the engineer were endeavouring to do— 
they were striving to make life possible in 
all types of communities, but particularly in 
towns. 


The municipal engineer in every town had 
a great responsibility, for in addition to pro- 
viding some of the main services he must 
co-ordinate many more. 

Col. Henderson’s reference to the depend- 
ence of planning upon engineering was a 
most important point. All that planning 
could hope to do was to ensure that the 
essential requirements of man were provided 
in an orderly manner and in the right place. 
It could not be too strongly emphasised that 
man must have water, food and shelter and 
occasionally aesthetic planning might have 
to be sacrificed in order to provide them. In 
other words, all the planner was doing was 
planning the engineering functions. 


He was glad the author had stressed the 
necessity to plan according to drainage areas 
and catchment areas. The fewer disposal 
works that were provided the better. 

In designing and constructing sewers for 
the future, planning could help. From the 
town plan we should know exactly where the 
future houses would be placed and where 
industry would be located, and the sewers 
could be designed accordingly. 


With regard to surface water from areas 
to be built up, the planner must be in con- 
stant touch with the Rivers Board engineer 
before he even considered the zoning of land 
for building development. 


Efficient planning could site electricity 
generating stations correctly, but he felt that 
a generating station should be placed where 
it could function most efficiently and that 
was one of the prime necessities for which 
some part of the plan might have to be 
sacrificed. 

He agreed that street lighting was very 
often overlooked when a plan was being 
drawn up. It did not affect the town plan 
but it did affect the detailed development 
plans and housing layouts could be improved 
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so far as artificial lighting was concerned if 
the lighting engineer was taken into con- 
sultation at an early stage. 


If district heating became popular in this 
country, housing estate layout would have 
to be designed to allow another main to be 
placed along with the electricity, gas, water, 
etc. While coal was fairly cheap in this 
country individual and personal heating units 
were likely to remain popular. Recently he 
was in Copenhagen, where district heating 
stations were being built near the water’s 
edge, so that imported coal could be un- 
loaded at the station without further trans- 
port. There fuel was expensive, so that it was 
economical to use it for the bulk supply of 
heat. 


Mr. R. W. DALE said the good engineer 
must realise that, although he was coping 
with nature, there were occasions when he 
must bow to nature, and flooded areas were 
typical of that. 

District heating was not going very well 
at the moment but he wondered whether in 
the future we might not find other ways and 
means of using it. It might be linked up 
with certain industries which produced 
molten slag from their furnaces. It might be 
possible to link up other industries with dis- 
trict heating if they had got to raise steam. 


Col. Henderson had mentioned detailed 
execution. He (Mr. Dale) had often felt very 
sad at seeing good layout spoilt by bad 
execution. The public could appreciate 
detailed execution, they could realise that a 
housing scheme looked very drab if there 
were no boundary fences other than concrete 
posts and wire. Those little things made a 
tremendous difference to the psychological 
background of our lives. Too often very 
good layouts had been spoilt by lack of care 
in execution. 


The chairman, Mr. S. L. G. BEAUFOY 
(Ministry of Town and Country Planning), 
who presided in the absence through illness 
of the president, said he had been hoping to 
hear that what the engineer could do for 
sixpence the architect could do for three- 
pence. 

Mr. E. H. Doustepbay, referring to the 
planning of sewerage disposal and sanitation, 
said that politicians talked about every house 
having a tap and a chain but when one was 
considering the question of sewage schemes 
in rural areas one had to bear in mind the 
large stacks of plans which were reposing in 
a certain Ministry and on which no decision 
could be forthcoming for a very long time. 
The time had come when we should coénsider 
whether sewage schemes in the country on a 
group basis was really the answer to the 
problem. On the question of convenience 
there was no doubt at all. This was one of 
the subjects on which a group of the Insti- 
tute’s Research Committee was working. 


Mr. G. A. JELLICOE, also speaking about 
sewage disposal, described a scheme which 
the Rhodesjan Railway had adopted for the 
houses of its African employees. It cost £8 
per house, he said, and there was a septic 
tank eight feet away from the door of the 
house. It was a little thing rather like a 
telephone box and around these “boxes” 
grew flowering plants. It only needed to be 
emptied once every six months. 


Mr. J. Harper (Borough Engineer of 
Barking) thought the policy of restricting 
building on areas likely to be flooded was a 
counsel of despair. The problem of flooding 
should be tackled from an engineering point 
of view. If another country had run away 




















OE = OSes 


OO aE OU 


7S. = a ww 


Eee~w Se we lw UN 


we“ ¢ 


vw 


vy 2 wwe ee Or 


~~ 


=> 


~ 


SS wo Ww YY YT 





December 15 1950 


from the flooding problem we should not 
have had the -recent visit here of Queen 
Juliana. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of the General Post Office, 
described how telephone exchanges were sited 
and dealt also with some of the problems 
concerned with running telephone cables 
overhead or underground. In the old towns 
the Post Office, he said, had to make the best 
use of the sites available to them, but in the 
new towns the telephone exchange was very 
likely to be sited in what was now open 
country. This gave the Post Office the oppor- 
tunity of telling the planners exactly where 
the exchange should be. In the new towns 
the Post Office. might expect something like 
30 per cent. “ penetration” of telephones 
(the proportion of users to the population), 
which was not high enough to justify the 
cost of underground cables. Whether or not 
underground cables were installed made a 
considerable difference in planning the lay- 
out of new houses, the set-back from the 
street and so on. Mr. Anderson also drew 
attention to the importance of considering 
the questions of distance of cable lead-in to 
buildings from the main cable, of the pro- 
vision of risers in buildings, and under-floor 
ducting. It would help greatly if the Post 
Office were consulted at an early stage in 
planning. 

Replying to the discussion, the author 
doubted whether the system of sewage dis- 
posal in Rhodesia described by Mr. Jellicoe 
would be approved here, on grounds of 
health. As to Mr. Harper’s challenge on 
dealing with land subject to flooding, in the 
area with which he (the author) was con- 
cerned the only alternative proposal would 
have meant transforming the appearance 
of the whole of the Thames, and, therefore. 
there was no alternative but to restrict 
building in that area. 


BOOKS 


ENGLISH PANORAMA. By Thomas Sharp. 
2nd edition, revised. Pp. 152, illustrated. 
(Architectural Press, Ltd.) 12s. 6d. net. 
THE FIRST EDITION of this admirable and 

stimulating little book appeared in 1936, 

and has been out of print for ten years. 

Since its publication, Dr. Sharp has pre- 

pared schemes for replanning several im- 

portant cities and towns—including Oxford, 


» Exeter, Chichester and Salisbury—and that 


fact is reflected: in the new edition. The 
greater part of his text stands unaltered, for 
his history is sound, and his theories and 
forecasts have not been substantially invali- 
dated by the troublous events through which 
we have passed since 1936. Inevitably, revi- 
sion has been applied to many small details, 
in some of which a mere change of tense 
has been needed. Three of the four refer- 
ences to the New Town of Edinburgh have 
been tactfully eliminated from a book on 
the English Panorama, and a view of 
Inverary has been omitted, presumably for 
the same reason. A slashing but quite jus- 
tified passage about the “arrogance” of 
Commerce and Business in determining the 
layout of towns has disappeared for no 
»bvious reason. Most of the paragraphs 
‘bout the character of medieval towns and 
streets (pp. 30-35) have been rewritten, as 
ave the last 12 pages, where the future of 
ur towns, villages and landscape is fore- 
ast. There is also a useful addition on 
»p. 44-47, where the growth and design of 
ypical English Renaissance towns are de- 
cribed very effectively. 

The illustrations are of approximately 
the same number as in the first edition, but 


iz 
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five-sixths of the total of 66 are new. Some 
of the changes are occasioned by the lapse 
of time; others—pictures of Oxford, Exeter 
and Chichester—may well have been sug- 
gested by the author’s recent adventures in 
those cities. He has omitted some of the 
most horrible yet most telling of his “ cau- 
tionary ” pictures, but in the main his new 
substitutes are well chosen. 

With these various changes, his book 
remains a brilliant and vivid study of the 
whole history and theory of English town 
and countfy planning, written from the heart 
as well as from the head. This history is 
indeed, as he remarks on p. 100, “a melan- 
choly story,” but he is a convinced idealist 
in spite of it all, and in his concluding chap- 
ter he gives us his prescription for the future, 
full of inspired common sense. 

M. S. B. 


BUILDING CONSTRUCTION AND DRAWING: 
ELEMENTARY CourRSE. By G. A. Mitchell 
and A. M. Mitchell. 20th Revised Edition, 
edited by W. Hanneford-Smith. Pp. vu. 
Illustrated. (B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 10s. 6d. 
net. 

IT is 62 years since the first edition of this 
book appeared, and now the three genera- 
tions of Mitchells who produced the first 19 
editions have all passed away. They have 
been succeeded by a team of collaborators 
who have very efficiently revised the whole 
volume, so that it assumes a very different 
form, though the main structure of the work 
remains. In spite of many formidable rivals, 
it seems likely to uphold its reputation as a 
standard work for students. Four entirely 
new chapters have been added: one on the 
sequence of trades; one on _ plumbing, 
sanitary fittings and drainage; and two on 
the theory of structures. Some of this new 
matter has been brought forward from the 
“* Advanced” stage into the “ Elementary ” 
volume now under review. A set of typical 
architect’s working drawings has _ been 
included, also specification-notes at the end 
of each chapter. Conversely, the chapter on 
Building Quantities and the Appendix on 
“Cuts for Timber Roofs” have been 
omitted. The long series of 310 examina- 
tion-questions in the 19th edition has been 
extended to 416 questions in the 20th. It 
would have been helpful if an indication of 
the stage of those questions had been given: 
e.g., are all the R.I.B.A. questions reprinted 
here taken from the Intermediate stage, or 
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are any of them Final questions? The 
cumulative result of all these addenda is to 
increase very substantially the total contents, 
apparently about 50 per cent. over the 19th 
edition. While this increase provides a 
reader with a large amount of additional and 
useful information, making the book very 
good value for money, it results in a rather 
The 
temptation to include everything might have 
been curbed with advantage by a more 
czastic pruning of material and a more con- 
cise simplification of statements and des- 
criptions. Except the two items mentioned 
above, hardly anything has been omitted, . 
and such old favourites as timber trussed 
partitions still find a place. 

No praise can be too high for the numer- 
ous illustrations, all of which have been 
completely redrawn to the great benefit of 
the student, for they can now be far more 
easily understood as well as being more 
pleasing in appearance. A good example 
is to be found in the chapter on “ Roof 
Coverings,” where, besides the four new 
illustrations added, the redrawn diagrams are 
infinitely more comprehensible to a beginner 
than those in the 19th edition, though the 
subjects are almost identical. 

Taking the chapters separately, we find 
that hardly any change, except meticulous 
revision and sundry minor additions, has 
been made in the text of the chapters on 
carpentry joints, floors, partitions, wood 
roofs, composite roofs, slating and tiling. To 
the long chapter on joinery, the only notable 
additions are concerned with woodworking 
machinery, standard doors and windows. On 
brickwork, three somewhat superfluous dia- 
grams have been omitted, and six much more 
useful new diagrams added together with 
four pages of photographs. The chapter on 
masonry has been strengthened with six 
new diagrams, of which two deaf with stone- 
working machinery. All this additional 
matter is distinctly advanced. Modern 
methods of roof-covering account for six new 
diagrams and accompanying text. The 
chapter on steel roofs has been drastically 
revised, but can hardly be described as easy 
reading. All the four new chapters provide 
much useful information, the two concerned 
with the theory of structures containing 120 
small diagrams. It is a relief to find that 
cast-iron girders and stanchions have at last 
disappeared from Chapter V. 

M. S. B. 


SKETCHING FOR (CRAFTSMEN. By Ernest 
Hoyle. Pp. 80. (The English Universities 
Press, Ltd.) 5s. 


One of the City and Guilds Series which 
are designed in the main for students pre- 
paring for the examinations of the City 
and Guilds of London Institute, this book 
should prove of value in a very much greater 
field. It has been designed to impart the 
ability to make sketches even to those who 
may never have had instruction in drawing, 
provided that the student works steadily 
through the book and practises the principles 
laid down in it until they become second 
nature to him. It is written in a very concise 
and interesting way and the numerous illus- 
trations which elaborate the text ensure that 
the author’s meaning is put over quite 
clearly. 


»*, Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Publisher, “ The Builder,” The Builder House, 
Catherine-street, Aldwych, W.C.2. Cash 
should accompany the order. 


K* 
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L.M.B.A. 


Retirement of Mr. H. B. Kerr 


ME. H. B. KERR, who, on the nomina- 
tion of the L.M.B.A., was elected vice- 
president of the National Federation last 
year, is retiring from the position at the 
end of the year on account of ill health. 
He was president of the L.M.B.A. in 1940, 
and has since served on a variety of com- 
mittees connected with the building industry. 
He was the National Federation nominee on 
the recent Ministry of Works Working Party. 
In his place the L.M.B.A. has nominated 
Mr. E. W. Garrett as one of the vice-presi- 
dents of the National Federation for 1951. 
Mr. Garrett was president of the L.M.B.A. 
in 1946, and has been its honorary treasurer 
for the past three years. 


Architects’ and Builders’ Brains Trust 


Mr. G. H. A. HuGHes, director of the 
L.M.B.A., was the question master in a 
Brains Trust at Wallington, organised by the 
L.M.B.A. Southern Area, in conjunction 
with the Croydon Chapter of the South- 
Eastern Society of Architects. 

The team consisted of Mr. B. E. 
Brenchley, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.1.; Mr. T. 
Graham Crump, J.P., F.R.I.B.A.; and Mr. 
J. H. C. Mackmin, F.R.LC.S. (representing 
the architects); and Mr. A. J. Chapman, 
A.LStruct.E., M.1.0.B., J.P.; Mr. D. G. 
Howard; and Mr. R. F. Mansell, M.I.0.B. 
(representing the builders). 

The audience was composed of architects 
and surveyors, students from the Croydon 
Polytechnic, and members of the Southern 
Area. The questions were many and varied. 
They ranged from contract matters to hous- 
ing, with incentives, progress charts, duties 
of the architect and bills of quantities 
thrown in. 


L.M.B.A. to Entertain Area Chairmen 


THE President and Officers of the L.M.B.A. 
are entertaining the retiring Area Chairmen 
to lunch in the Café Royal on Monday, 
January 15 next. 


BUILDERS UNDER FIRE 
“* Til-informed Criticism,’ says Mr. Lloyd 

FORTHRIGHT answers to recent criticisms 
of the building industry were given by Mr. 
Rosert O. Lioyp, O.B.E., President of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, when he spoke at the annual 
luncheon of Central Area No. 3 of the 
London Master Builders’ Association, held 
at the Connaught Rooms, London, on 
December 12. Mr. T. M. Saprcote, F.1.0.B., 
was in the chair. 

Mr. Lloyd, who was proposing the toast 
of “The L.M.B.A.,” said it was not sur- 
prising that, with the possibility of a General 
Election in the offing, the industry should be 
given more attention by politicians casting 
about for excuses than was the case in more 
normal times. Thus, there were some who 
sought to excuse the fact that the housing 
problem was as serious to-day as ever it had 
been in the last five and a half years by 
questioning the efficiency of the building 
industry. 

“We live to-day,” he said, “in an era of 
planned economy. If the phrase ‘ planned 
economy’ means anything at all it is that 
the administration accepts a large share of 
responsib.lity for ensuring that the right 
materials are available in the right quanti- 
ties at the right time. 

“We are builders. We did not invent 
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‘planned economy’ as we know it to-day. 
We left that to the politicians, and I con- 
sider it to be no more than downright im- 
pertinence that those same polit:cians should 
presume to criticise the efficiency of the 
building industry at the present time when 
work on sites all over the country is being 
held up because of serious shortages of 
timber, or bricks, or cement, or all three. 

“*We have to-day more people than ever 
waiting for homes. We also have to face 
the fact that within the next 15 years or so 
it is estimated that some’ 4 millfon existing 
dwellings will be over 80 years old and fit 
only to be pulled down. Thus, taking into 
account the 1,500,000 houses not built dur- 
ing the war, it appears that the country will 
have to build well! over 300,000 houses a year 
until 1965 if it is to keep pace with 
requirements. 

“ This is a man-size problem, and cannot 
be solved by keeping the private builder in 
the background and by continued adherence 
to the present local authority/private enter- 
prise ratio. More scope given to the pri- 
vate builder will not only ensure a higher 
output of dwellings, because he will be able 
to pian ahead more accurately, but will also 
make a major contribution towards cutting 
costs.” 

In response, Mr. R. R. CosTAIN, President 
of the L.M.B.A., said the building industry 
had adapted itself as well as could be to the 
dictated policy under which houses had been 
built since the war. He believed, however, 
that if this policy was continued for the 
next 10 years it would obliterate that side 
ef the industry which was best able to con- 
struct houses economically. 

“I believe,” he said, “in using the 
materials of the country, and the material 
of this country is clay. There is no more 
economic way of building houses than 
with bricks—a highly difficult method to 
mechanise. When a satisfactory system of 
mechanisation for house-building by bricks 
is devised, I have no doubt that the industry 
will adapt itself to it.” 
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‘PLENTY OF WORK AHEAD ” 
Minister of Works’ View 


S I CANNOT see in the foreseeable future 

any let up in the demands that 
are likely to be made on the building 
industry in the next five years.” These 
words were addressed by Mr. R. R. STOKEs, 
M.P., Minister of Works, to members and 
guests of the Federation of Associations of 
Specialists and Sub-contractors at the Fed- 
eration’s annual luncheon at the Savoy 
Hotel on December 6. 


The Minister, who was responding to the 
toast of “H.M. Government,” said it was 
quite obvious, particularly in view of the 
fact that the limit of 200,000 houses could 
not be interfered with—he was not going to 
enter into a Blackpool auction—that there 
was plenty of work ahead of the industry 
and that should give some stability for the 
future. The fact of the matter was, so far as 
the house-building industry was concerned, 
that if only the men could be made to realise 
that the jobs they were doing were going to 
continue, no matter what political changes 
took place, there would then be a greater 
output of houses within the same capital 
investment outlay. 


A more universal application of incentive 
schemes was required in the building 
industry and he would suggest that if men 
were required to give of their best then they 
must be told what was required of them— 
not by high level consultation in Downing- 
street or Whitehall but on the job. 


On the question of national resources and 
controls, the Minister said: “‘ I am not inter- 
ested, nor are any other members of the 
Government interested, in controls for con- 
trol’s sake. It is all very well talking of 
lifting controls, but you know there would 
be the most awful chaos. I am in favour of 
the abolition of many controls as soon as 
possible—and as soon as possible means as 
soon as the present shortages are no longer 
with us.” 

Appreciation of Badustry’s Co-operation 

The Minister concluded by expressing his 
thanks and the thanks of his Department for 
the co-operation they had received from the 
industry and from those who had given 
assistance in connection with his National 
Consultative Council. The work of the 
Council was constructive, but it could only 
be more effective if it received the goodwill 
of everybody in the industry. 


Mr. W. R. Cowen, M.R.San.I., M.I.H.V.E.. 
President of the Federation, who pro- 
posed the toast, devoted some of his 
remarks to the question of incentives and, 
referring to the steady increase in the rate 
of production, said: “ There is no reason to 
prevent the improvement continuing from 
year to year until we outstrip our 1939 rate 
of production. An increased use of incen- 
tive schemes, where appropriate, may con- 
tribute to this. Not all of those present are 
covered by industrial agreements applicable 
to the building industry, but are parties to o: 
follow other agreements applicable either to 
single trades or primarily to industries out- 
side the building field. Inevitably also 
large proportion of the work falling to the 
members of some of our Associations i 
maintenance and repair work to which the 
application -of an incentive scheme stil! 
Faises difficulties which have not yet been 
solved. 

“If our approach therefore seems cautious 
this is due to the differing interests of our 
various Associations, all of which on such 
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matters reach their own decisions. I think, 
however, we all agree in principle that in- 
centive schemes, where they can be applied to 
our work, would be advantageous, provided 
always that any bonus payable under them 
is demonstrably linked to increased produc- 
tivity. We do not believe that any employer 
—or for that matter any operative—who 
offers or accepts payments which are not 
earned by increased productivity is serving 
either the nation’s interests or his own.” 


The toast of “ The Guests” was proposed 
by Major A. C. Brooxs and Mr. MICHAEL 
WATERHOUSE, P-P.R.I.B.A., responded. 


M.O.W. EXHIBITIONS, 1951 


Preliminary Arrangements 


DveinG the first quarter of 1951 Ministry 
of Works exhibitions will be held at 
Leicester, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Carlisle, Man- 
chester and Sunderland. A “ Modern Build- 
ing” exhibition, comprising displays illus: 
trating modern site organisation, plumbing, 
thermal insulation and codes of practice, will 
be shown as follows:— 


Leicester (Colleges of Art and Tech- 
Jantary 18-24; Newcastle (St. 
James’s Church Hall), February 5-14; 
Carlisle (The Market Hall), February 22-28. 


“Careers in Building” exhibition, show: 
ing the training and work of apprentices, 
will be held at the following places: Leicester 
(Colleges of Art and Technology), January 
18-24; Manchester (Central Library), Febru- 
ary 5-10; Sunderland (Art Gallery, Fawcett- 
street), March 5-10. 


In addition to various film showings at 
the above-named exhibitions, a number of 
opportunities will be given to members of 
the building industry to see the three docu- 
imentary films: “ The Task Before the Build- 
img Industry,” “Care and Maintenance of 
Fiant,” and “ W-tch Your Step.” Showings 
have been arranged in many provincial 
towns. 


“NEW HOUSING POLICY 


NEEDED ” 


Houses not Forthcoming 


Mr. GEOFFREY HUTCHINSON, K.C., M.P., 
speaking at the Ladies’ Carlton Club on 
December 9, said that five years’ experience 
of the Government’s housing policy had 
made it abundantly clear that the houses 
which people so urgently needed were not 
forthcoming. Yet the Government proposed 
to go on doing in the future exactly what 
had failed in the past. No business could 
be conducted on those lines. If a policy 
had failed something else should be tried. 
But the Minister of Health recommended 
the medicine as before. 


“The only justification for subsidised 
rents,” continued Mr. Hutchinson, “is that 
those members of the community who can- 
not afford to pay for accommodation which 
they need shall be helped to do so. Council 
houses should be built for the lower income 
groups. But the Government is forcing 
everybody into the queue. Private enter- 
prise, represented by the landlords of con- 
trolled houses, is housing the poor to-day. 
Cheaper houses are almost as badly needed 
as more houses.” 


_A 79th Birthday 


Sir Harry Selley, President of the Federa- 
tion of Master Builders, was 79 on Saturday 
Jast. 





THE BUILDER 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Development Charge on Minerals 


A Practice Note on development charges 
in respect of minerals, issued by the Central 
Land Board, has been published (H.M. 
Stationery Office, price 3d.). 


Clinker Building Blocks 


The Federation of Clinker Block Manufac- 
turers have recently published a booklet 
entitled “Clinker Building Blocks, the 
Modern Walling Unit.” This covers the 
various processes of manufacture, the quali- 
ties and the methods of using the clinker 
aggregate block. 


Development of Chittagong Port 


The Government of Pakistan are to con- 
struct a series of new jetties comprising 
seven berths for ships of up to 10,000 tons 
each, at the Port of Chittagong. This week 
a contract has been signed between the 
Government of Pakistan and Braithwaite 
and Co., Engineers, Ltd., who have under- 
taken to complete it within three years at a 
cost of £24 million. 


A 140th Anniversary 


A dinner and dance to celebrate the 
140th anniversary of the founding of the 
firm of Z. D. Berry and Sons, Ltd., of West- 
minster, the heatingy and _ ventilating 
engineers, was given on December 8 when 
Mr. and Mrs. Z. Berry, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Douglas H. Green received guests at the 
Caxton Hall. Replying to the toast of 
“Our Guests,” proposed by Mr. Green, the 
Mayor of Westminster (Councillor W. E. 
Rice, C.B.E., J.P.), in a characteristically 
amusing speech traced the history of the 
firm and stated that the name of a former 
member, Z. A. Berry, was inscribed on the 
Tobacco Box of the City Council, which 
bore the names of those who had rendered 
signal service to the borough. Dancing 
and a cabaret followed. 
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Helicon 


Helicon floorsarelight, 
sae] rigid, fireproof, sound- 
(eet resisting and hygienic, 


and are readily adapted 
to meet all requirements. Speedy erection 
makes them economical. 








Many ofthefinest 
buildings in the 
country today are 
constructed of 
Helicon. Architects and engineers appreciate 
its fitness for purpose—they appreciate, too, 
the specialised advice which is so necessaryin 
this form of construction, 


FERRO-CONCRETE DESIGN 
AND CONSTRUCTION 











For free advice on 
this or on any type 
of ferro-concrete 
construction, call, 
write or phone for a technical representative 
to call. 


THE HELICAL BAR & ENGINEERING ¢° L' 


82, VICTORIA STREET , WESTMINSTER, LONDON, 

S.W.1. PHONE: VICTORIA 6838. RESIDENT 

AGENTS: BIRMINGHAM, MIDDLESBROUGH, 
NEWCASTLE. 


PRE-CAST CONCRETE 
AND CAST STONE 
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Tynemouth’s Development Plan Approved 


The Minister of Town and Country Plan- 
ning has approved the development plan of 
the Tynemouth Borough Council. Tyne- 
mouth was the first local authority in the 
country to submit a plan for the whole of 
its area to the Minister in accordance with 
the provisions of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947. 


Apprenticeship Questions and Answers 


The Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers has recently issued a booklet 
containing 60 questions and answers on 
building trade apprenticeships. The booklet, 
which is designed for use by all parties to 
apprenticeship deeds in the Region and to 
assist in the recruitment of apprentices, is 
being made available not only to members 
of the Federation but also to potential 
apprentices through Youth Employment 
Officers and the technical schools. 


L.M.B.A. (Area 4) Ladies’ Night 


A large number of members of Area 4 
of the L.M.B.A. and their ladies celebrated 
their annual Ladies’ Night at Lewisham 
on December 6, when the function was 
presided over by the chairman, Mr. W. A. 
Watts, supported by Mrs. Watts, and by 
chairmen and their ladies from the other ten 
areas of the Association. Among the guests 
present were the Mayor and Mayoress of 
Greenwich, the District Surveyors of Dept- 
ford, Greenwich, Lewisham and Woolwich, 
Mr. W. H. Gough Cooper, vice-president, 
L.M.B.A., and Mr. E. L. Jones, secretary 
N.F.B.T.O. (London Regional Council). 


L.B.F.A. 
Annual General Meeting 
THE annual general meeting of the 


London Builders’ Foremen’s Association, 
held on December 1 at the Memorial Hall, 
Farringdon-street, was well attended by 
members of the Association, including some 
of the original founder members and past 
presidents. 

Mr. G. T. WINSTANLEY, the retiring presi- 
dent, opened the proceedings by expressing 
his sincere gratitude for the very loyal sup- 
port which he had received during an event- 
ful year of office, and referred to the excel- 
lent progress which had been made generally 
by the Association and the other London 
Foremen’s Associations in setting up the 
London Regional Council of Builders’ Fore- 
men and Clerks of Works, which was already 
considering in detail many of the problems 
facing the industry at the present time. He 
also referred to the programme of foreman- 
ship training which was developing on an 
increasing scale both in London and else- 
where. 

Mr. R. G. HUNTINGTON, who was elected 
President of the Association for 1951, took 
the opportunity of conveying to Mr. Win- 
stanley the thanks and appreciation of all 
the members for his work during the 
previous 12 months and of presenting him 
with a past president’s badge in recognition 
of his services. 

Mr. D. E. Woopsine-ParisH (Trustee) 
then thanked Mr. Winstanley for the werk 
that he had done during his past year of 
office, and congratulated the Association on 
its wise choice of its President for 1951. 

Among the other officers of the Associa- 
tion elected for the ensuing year were: A. T. 
Bint, Vice-President; W. Wardle, Treasurer; 
F. Dryland, Secretary; G. W. Gathercole and 
W. T. Eagles, Trustees. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


Road Charge Liability 


Q.—Having purchased a plot of land 
which, for convenience, I will call “A,” I 
am now desirous of obtaining the plot of 
land adjacent, which may be referred to as 
plot “B.” Plot “B” has a front road 
charge outstanding, which the vendors have 
agreed to pay. The site, being a corner one, 
has a side cul-de-sac road, which will be 
made up later by the local council. I pro- 
pose to use plot “B” purely as a garden 
with no buildings whatsoever on it and 
along the cul-de-sac road I propose putting 
~a concrete panelled fence (250 ft. in length) 
with a door opening at the bottom. What 
I want to know is: — 


(1)}—Would I have to pay the road charge 
for the 250 ft. after the road is made up if 
I have erected nothing on the ground? (2) 
—By enclosing the ground with a fence and 
door at the bottom would I still have to pay 
or would the council leave the charge until 
such times as the plot was built upon? (3)— 
If, instead of a solid fence, I put concrete 
posts and chain link, would the enforcement 
of charge still remain? (4)}—As the council 
have had to wait for settlement of road 
charge until the vendors sold, would not the 
same apply with this plot of ground? 


A.—The Private Street Works Act, 1892, 
provides that the expenses incurred by a 
local authority in executing private street 
works shall be apportioned on “ the premises 
fronting, adjoining or abutting on such 
street.” It may be useful to mention that 
the cul-de-sac mentioned in the question is 
a “street” for the purposes of the Act. The 
answer, therefore, depends on the interpreta- 
tion to be put upon the words “ fronting, 
adjoining or abutting.” 

It is clear from the decided cases that any 
buildings on plot “A” must be regarded as 
either fronting, adjoining or abutting the 
road unless there is an intervening strip of 
land. There is, of course, an intervening 
strip of land at present, viz., plot “B.” But 
if the questioner, being the owner of plot 
“A,” buys plot “B,” the latter can no 
longer be regarded as an intervening strip. 
That being so, the answer to the inquirer is 
as follows :— 


(1)—He will be liable for the road charge 
whether he builds on plot “ B” or not. (2)}— 
He will still be liable whether the ground is 
enclosed or not. The question of access is 
irrelevant in this cannection. (3)—It follows 
from (2) that it would make no difference 
whether he puts a solid fence or concrete 
posts and chain link. (4)—Liability for the 
payment of road charges arises as soon as the 
local authority have completed the works and 
the surveyor has made his final apportion- 
ment. 


Failure of Quarry Tile Floors 


SR— should like to draw attention, 

through the medium of your journal, 
to a case where a quarry tile floor in a 
domestic kitchen, laid some two years ago, 
has now suddenly wrenched up in the centre 
and formed a ridge about 14 in. high at its 
apex. The tiles were bedded on a cement- 
and-sand screed (1:3), applied direct to rein- 
forced precast eoncrete beams. 


The tile manufacturers disclaim liability 
on the grounds that quarry tiles do not 
move. In this case, however, it is perfectly 
clear that the quarry tiles are the only part 
of the floor that has moved, for not so much 
as a hair crack shows on the plastered 
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soffit of the beams. Several experts have 
examined this floor without offering any ex- 
planation and the theories advanced by the 
Building Research Station in their Digest 
No. 7 only refer to cases where tiles were 
laid on a new concrete sub-floor or where 
exposed to severe changes in temperature, 
and do not therefore apply to a domestic 
kitchen. 


This is my first experience of such a 
failure, but I was recently shown a large 
kitchen laid with red floor tiles (obtained 
from a different manufacturer) where the 
tiles often lift in the morning and settle 
again during the day. This floor, like my 
own, has become leose on key over the whole 
of its area, which suggests the presence of 
powerful stresses. My own opinion is that 
some impurity in the clay or change in the 
process of manufacture has rendered some 
of the tiles unstable and thus causing failures 
which seem to be becoming more, general. I 
cannot recall an instance of this nature 
before the war. I should be interested to 
hear the views of the tiling industry and of 
other of your readers on the cause of this 
phenomenon. 

S. G. ScaLEs, A.R.I.B.A. 


Acquisition of Land 


In circular 109/50 the Minister of Health 
refers to paragraph 22 of the enclosure to 
circular 104/46 (Rev.), and says that it is 
not proposed to seek an extension of the 
period during which authorisations may be 
given under Section 2 of the Acquisition of 
Land (Authorisation Procedure) Act, 19465. 
Accordingly, this power to authorise the 
speedy acquisition of land will lapse on 
April 17 next. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


ME: STOKES, replying to Mr. Nelson. 

said that the total sum advanced: 
under Section 1 of the Build'ng Materials. 
and Housing Act, 1945, was £6,330,000 and 
the sum outstanding on September 30, 1950, 
was £2,480,000.. [December 11.] 


Licences Granted 

On December 11, Mr. Brack asked the 
Minister of Works how many applications. 
had been received by his department during 
the past five years for dicences to erect com- 
munity centres and village halls; and how 
many of- such applications had been 
granted. 

Mr. STOKES said that in the last year 267 
applications were received and 148 granted. 
The information was not available for the 
earlier period. 

On December 11, Mr. BLack asked the: 
Minister of Works how many applications. 
for licences had been received by his 
department to enable shopfitting work to be 
carried out in connection with the opening. 
of retail shops; and how many had been 
granted and how many refused during the 
past year to the nearest convenient date. 

Mr, STOKES said it was not practicable 
to distinguish between shopfitting and other 
work to bring shops into use, but in the 
12 months ended October 31, 1950, 1,967 
applications were received for work to 
enable shops to open, of which 1,250 were 
granted and 714 refused. Three were still 
under consideration. 


New Colonial Office Site 

On December 11, SIR RALPH GLYN asked 
the Minister of Works when he expected 
that the site of the old Stationery Office 
building would be completely cleared so as 
to enable the construction of the new 
Colonial Office building to commence; and 
when, frem that date, it was anticipated that 
the new Colonial Office building would be 
completed. 

Mr. STOKES said that the demolition of 
the old Stationery Office should be finished 
by March, 1951. It was hoped to complete 
the new Colonial Office in about four years. 


WAR DAMAGE CLAIMS 
The Time Limit: February 1 next 


THe CENTRAL LAND Boarp believe there: 
may still be some owners of war-damaged 
property, entitled to claim a payment under 
the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, 
who have not yet done so. 

These claims can be made on certain 
“ total loss ” properties where the War Dam- 
age Commission assessed a value payment, 
and must be lodged with the Board before 
February 1, 1951. 

The Board have publistied an explanatory 
leaflet on these claims—S. 1.A. (War Dam- 
age), obtainable from the local offices of 
the Board and the War Damage Commission. 

Payments are in cash and include inter- 
est. They are separate from the £300m. 
on which claims had to be lodged by June, 
1949. 

[Note : Value payments were assessed om 
the basis that the owner of a blitzed site 
could realise any extra market value obtain- 
able for it due to its suitability for some- 
thing more valuable than the replacement 
of the destroyed building. Sites with this 
extra development vatue had a lower value 
payment, sometimes nothing. The plannmg 
Act has now removed development values 
from private ownership, and owners who 
are affected can claim.] 
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TRADE NEWS 
Chemical-Proof Clothing 
The R.F.D. Co., Ltd., of Godalming, are 
now manufacturing a chemical-proof mater- 
ial for clothing. This is made of high- 
grade cotton proofed on both sides with 
white P.V.C. (polyvinylchloride) to their 
own specification. It is claimed to be a 
material which is very light, yet strong and 
durable. Weighing only 84 oz. to the square 
yard, it permiis chemical-proof garments to 
be made as light as a boiler suit. 


Architectural Metalwork 

A well-produced illustrated brochure, 
showing a representative selection of the 
various types of architectural metalwork in 
which they specialise, has been issued by the 
Morris Singer Company, Ltd., Hope House, 
Great Peter-street, London, S.W.1. It in- 
cludes photographs of the Lady Godiva 
statue at Coventry, the Roosevelt Memorial, 
Lendon, and two groups of bronze statuary 
which form part of the west fountain in 
Trafalgar-square. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Corporation are to erect a high sc4ool) 
for girls, a public school at Middlefield, a nursery 
infant school at Northfield and a primary school 
at Kaimhill. The architects are J. A. O. Allan, 
Ross & Allan, FF. & A.R.LB.A., 10, Bon Accord- 
sq., Aberdeen, and not as stated in previous issues. 

Aberdeen.— Extensions to Pelfordals House at est. 
cost of £26,000 to form a nurses’ home. Architect 
is Alexander Gardner, F.R.1.B.A., Broad-st., The 
Castlegate, Aberdeen. : 

Birkenhalls.— Aberdeenshire C.C. to erect 8 houses 
and otuer accommodation for which the architect is 
Mr. Alexander Gill, F.R.1.B.A., 25, Union-terr., 
The Viaduct, Aberdeen. 

Blackburn.—Aberdeenshire C.C. to erect 10 houses 
and other accommodation for whick. the architect 
is Mr. Alexander Gill, F.R.I.B.A., 25, Union-terr., 
The Viaduct, Aberdeen. 

Dumbartonshire.—Plans to be prepared for the 
new factory to be erected for the Scottish Industrial 
Estates, Ltd., and for which the architects are 
John Keppie and Henderson, and J. H. Cleaver, 
F. & ‘A.R.I.B.A., 196, West Regent-st., Blythswood- 
sq., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared for new 
senior secondary school to be erected at a cost of 
£375,000 on Milton No. 2 site. Architects are Frank 
Burnet, Boston & Bell, F. & A.R.1.B.A., 180, Hepe- 
st., Glasgow, W.C.2, and the quantity surveyor, 
Mr. James MacAulay, F.R.IL.C.S., 37, St. Vincent- 
st., Glasgow. W.C.2. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for alterations at 
Ingram-st. for the Western Regional _ Hospital 
Board. Architect is Mr. Forbes Robertson, 
E,R.I.B.A., 64, West Regent-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Glasgow.—Corporation to erect at Knightswood a 
new senior secondary school at est. cost of £380,000. 
Architects are Messrs. Gillespie, Kidd & Coia, 
A.R.I.B.A., Waterloo-chbrs., Wellington-st., Glas- 
gow, W.C.2, and the quantity surveyors, Messrs. 
James Barr & Son, FF.R.I.C.S., 212, St. Vincent-st., 
Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new primary 
school at Rye-rd. Architect is Mr. John MacNab, 
F.R.I.B.A., 129, Bath-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new nursery 
school at Rockfield-rd. Architect is Mr. John 
MacNab, 129, Bath-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Hamilton.—Plans to be prepared for a new 
£120,000 ice-cream factory for the Eldorado Ice 
Cream Co., Ltd., 24, Stamford-st., London, E.C., 
and the Cold Storage Co., Ltd., 13, West Smithfield- 
st., London, for- which the company’s principal 
architect, Mr. S. W. Bell, is responsible. 

Hamilton.—Plans are in hand for new motor-bus 
garage, new offices and workshops, etc.. to be 
erected at The Bathwill-rd. for the Scottish Motor 


Tractor Co., Ltd. Architect and engineer is Mr. 
W. Bisset Scott, Wellington-chbrs., Waterloo-st., 


Glasgow, W.C.2. m 

Inverness.—Plans to be prepared for new_public 
schoo! at Hilton. ‘Architect is the County Master 
of Works. County-bldgs., Inverness. 

Kilmarnock.—New Ayrshire factory at Abbots- 
ford-rd., for the Scottish Industrial Estates, Ltd. 
Architects, Wylie. Shanks & Wylie, FF. " 
A.R.I.B.A.. 120, Blythswood-st., Blythswood-sq., 
Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Kilmarnock.—Corporation to erect at Oakbank 
housing site a new scheme of 150 houses, for which 
the architect is Mr. N. S. Sutherland, F.LA.A. & S&., 
-Municipa]-bldgs., Kilmarnock, Ayrshire. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for new 
houses on a Kingshill site, near Allerton. Archi- 
tect is Mr. James Allan, F.R.I.B.A., 58, Palmerstoa- 
pl., West End, Edinburgh. 


THE BUILDER 


Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for - new 
Church of Scotland Hall.at Killin-st., for Shettleston 
Parish rch. Architect and quantity surveyor 
: Rf ‘Alexander MacGregor Mitchell, F.R.1.B.A., 


.LC.S., 63, Bath-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 
Newburgh (Fife)—Tayside Floor-cloth Co., Ltd., 
have received permission to erect 12 hduses for em- 
ployees at Mountpleasant. 


Toddiehilis.—Aberdeenshire C.C. to erect 8 
houses’ and other accommodation for which the 
architect is Mr. Alexander Gill, F.R.I.B.A., 25, 


Union-terr., The Viaduct, Aberdeen. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 

For some contracts still open but not included 
in this see previous i Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tender a dagger (+) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 
DECEMBER 16. 


*+Prescot U.D.C.—24 houses, St 
archftects, 


lict noe 
i1St Issues. 











James estate. 


Gornall, Kelly & Shelton, Britannic 
House, 8, Hardshaw-st., St. Helens. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by January 8. 
DECEMBER 18, ay 
*tWidnes Boro’.—Erection of Fairfield boys’ 


secondary modern school. Boro’ Architect, 


Brendan House, Widnes-7d 
DECEMBER 19. 


*+Birmingham City.— 28 flats on 2 sites. H. J. 
Manzoni, City E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*+Yeovil R.D.C.—Nine houses, Odcombe. Petter, 


Warren and Roydon Cooper (FF.), Old Oxford Inn, 
West Hendford. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 20. 

*tLeeds Regional Hospital Board.—Two-ward 
blocks, Winestead Colony, Patrington. near Hull. 
Architect to Board, 29-31, Eastgate, Leeds, 2. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by January 18. 

*tLeeds Regional Hospital Board.—Mechanical 
and electrical services in connection with reoccupa- 












The ONLY Stripper 
that works as well 
OUTdoors as INdoors 









SAFE .... Guaranteed 
Neutral and Harmless. 
SURE .... 200 years’ 


accumulations have been stripped. 


SAVES... 


Its cost in 
time saved. 


ah. 


ICKSTRYP 31 








to Trade-card or Bill-head 
for details and nearest 
Stockists. 


~ EXPORT ENQUIRIES INVITED. 
QUICKSTRYP CHEMICAL CO. LTD. 
B. Dept., 


57, Kingsland High Street, London, E.8 
Telephone: CLissold 5307 
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tion of former military hospital, Fulford Hospital, 
Laburn, York. Architect to Board, 29-31, Eastgate, 
Leeds, 2. Dep. £2 2s. each. Tenders by January 31. 

*Sheffeld Regional Hospital Board. — Sanitary 
annexe and conversion work at maternity block, 
City Hospital North, Hucknall-rd., Nottingham. 
R. M. Finch, City E. & S. Dep. £2. 

*+Smallburgh R.D.C.—12 pairs of houses. F. M. 
Dewing (A.), 40, Prince of Wales-rd., Norwich. 
Dep. £1 ls. 

tThetford T.C.—10 houses on site adjacent to 
London-rd. Hunt & Coates, architects, 84, Guild- 
hall-st., Bury St. Edmunds. Dep. £3 3s. 

DECEMBER 22. __ 

*+Chelmsford T.C.—26 houses, Chignall estate. 
B.E., 8S. and A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Ipswich C.B.—Extensions, Nursery Block, Free- 
lands, Britannia-rd. B.S., 19, Tower-st. Dep. £3 3s. 
Tenders by January 15. 

*tSamford R.D.C.—38 houses, Brantham. 
& Slater, architects, 32, Foundation-st., 
Tenders by January 23. 

*tSeisdon R.D.C.—14 houses, James- 
st., Kinver. F. Bagley, S. Dep. £3 3s. 

DECEMBER 27. 

*tBucks Standing Joint Committee.—Police 
houses on various sites. County A., Aylesbury. 
Dep. £2 2s. each contract. Tenders by January 11. 

Somerset C.C.—Alierations, ‘‘ Brymore,”’ Can- 
nington, near Bridgwater. ‘R. O. Harris (F.), 
County A., Taunton. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Somerset ©.C.—Additions, Frome School of Art 
and Science. R. O. Harris (F.), County A., Taun- 
ton. Dep, £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 238. 

*+Derby C.B.—102 houses, Mackworth site. Boro’ 
A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by January 25. 

“Gainsborough U.D.C.—45 houses, White’s Wood- 
la. site. Wm. Saunders & Partners, architects, 24, 
Castle-gate, Newark-on-Trent. Dep. £3 3s. 

‘tLincoin (Kesteven) €.C.—Hostel, Kesteven 
Training College, Stoke Rochford Hall, near Grant- 
ham. L. D. Tomlinson (F.), Quadrant-arcade, Rom- 
ford, Essex. Tenders by January 20. 

“+ Newcastle-upon-Tyne Regional Hospital Board. 
—Improvements and repairs, (a) West Hartlepool 
General Hospital, and (b) Aycliffe Hospital, 
Heighington. E. Jenkins, Sec., ‘ Dimira,” 
Osborne-rd., Newcastle. Separate contracts. 

DECEMBER 29. 

_*t+Brierley Hill U.D.C.—First section of muni- 

cipal offices. J. R. Moore (A.), Housing Director. 


Johns 
Ipswich. 


and Foster- 


Dep. £5 5s. . 

“Ealing T.C.—Reinstatement of County Schoal for 
Girls playing fields, Almond-av., W.5. Cc. W. 
Seddon, B.E. & S. Dep. £2. 


DECEMBER 30. 

Batley T.C.—56 houses and bungalows, Staincliffe 
estate. E. & S., West House, Hanover-st., Batley. 

*tCarmarthenshire C.C.—School, Lianstephan, 
near Carmarthenshire. W. T. Lloyd (A.), County 
A., Carmarthen. Dep. £3 3s. 

Swanscombe U.D.C.—20 houses and 16 flats on the 
Manor-rd./M:iton-st. housing estate. S., Council 
Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 1. 

*+Coventry City.—School,  etc., 
Green. W. L. Chinn, Director of Education. 


Alderman’s 
Bep. 

*+Newcastle-under-Lyme T.C.— Completion of 
Hempstalls Farm County Primary School (Contract 
.). B.E. & S., Lancaster-bldg., High-st. Dep. 
£3 3s. Tenders by January 18. 

"St. Pancras B.C.—Demolition and clearance of 
site of nonconformist chapel, St. Pancras cemetery, 
High-rd., East Finchley, N.2. C. S. Bambridge, 
B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 3. 

*Glamorganshire C.C.—Primary sch. at Fairfield- 

rd., Penarth, and same at Crynallt, Neath. L. R 


Gower (F.), County A., Cardiff. Dep. £2 2s. each. 
JANUARY 4. 
“South-East Metropolitan Regional Hospital 


Board.—Internal redecoration of 2 hospitals in 
Dartford. E. J 


J. M. Durrant, Sec., Bow Arrow Hos- 


pital, Dartford. 
JANUARY 5. 

Long Eaton (Derby) U.D.C.—42 houses on Wils- 
thorpe-rd. site (contract 18E). Francis Turner, E. 
& S., Town Hall, Long Eaton. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tSouthgate T.C.—14 flats, jurgction of Chelms- 
ford-rd. and Chase-rd., N.14. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Stafford T.C.—10 bungalows in Corporation-st. 
B.E. & 8., Mount-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

Stafford T.C.—14 bungalows on the Rising Brook 
estate. B.E. & 8., Mount-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

Stafford T.C.—16 houses in School-la., Rickerscote. 
B.E. & S., Mount-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 6. 

*Chapel-en-le-Frith R.D.C.—Six houses and six 
bungalows, Park-rd. Pendleton & Dickinson, archi- 
tects, 16, Brazennose-st., Manchester, 2. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 8. 

*Hastings C.B.—House, Madeira-dr. B.E, & &., 
7, Wellington-sq. Dep. £2 2s. 

Linslade (Bucks) U.D.C.—8 houses and 16 .ats, 
Soulbury-rd. H. A. Rolls, architect, 15, Bridge-st., 
Leighton Buzzard. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Woking U.D.C.—12 dwellings for old_people at 
Maybury estate. E. & S., Council Offices. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
JANUARY 9. : 
*Aldershot T.C.—72 flats, Denmark-st. site. F. W. 
Taylor, B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 


ao 
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“Flintshire C.C.—Extensions to Grammar School, 
Victoria-rd., Mold. W. Griffiths (L.), Deputy County 
Architect, Mold. Dep. £4 4s. 

JANUARY 10. : 

Sturminster R.D.C.—Erection of six pairs of 
houses, four garages and new roadworks at Sack- 
more-Ja., Marnhull. J. S. Nevill, Tregarthen House, 
24, West-st., Wimborne. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 11. 
R.D.C.—Eight houses at Lowdells-la., 
Council Offices, Oxted, 
Surrey. Dep. £2 2s. 


*St, ives R.D.C.—16 houses. Lea, Milner, Doe & 
Wardley, architects, 4, Market-hill, Huntingdon 


Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 12. 

“Harrow U.D.C.—24 flats at Kenton-rd. E. 
Council Offices, Stanmore. Dep. £2 2s. 

: JANUARY 15. . 

*Erith T.C.—102 flats, Hurst-pl., Abbey Wood, 
$.E.2. J. H. Clayton, B.E. & S. (Amended date.) 
JANUARY 16. 

Tyne Improvement Commission.—New generis 
store extension and wagon shop extension at Tyne 
Dock. J. K. McKendrick, secretary, Tyne Improve- 
ment Commission Offices, Bewick-st., Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, 1. Dep. £2 2s. 

s _ JANUARY 18. 

Salop Standing Joint Committee.—Extensions, 
Police Headquarters, Shrewsbury. A. G. Chant, 
County Architect, Shrewsbury. Dep. £2 2s. 

, « JANUARY 19. 

|, Garlisie City.—90 houses, Harraby. 
Fisher-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

wie FEBRUARY 1. 

“Darlington C.B.—Secondary Grammar School for 
Girls, Hummersknott. Boro’ A., Central-bldgs. 


Dep. £3 3s. 

e NO DATE. 

Leamington Spa T.C.—27 houses at Stud Farm 
estate. Rayner and Fedeski, architects, 28, The 
Parade, Leamington Spa. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


2 : DECEMBER 22. 

*tBristol T.C.—Engineering services, etc., Sea 
Mills Rimary infants’ school. J. Nelson Meredith 
(F.), City A., Eagle House, Colston-av. Dep. £2 2s. 

; DECEMBER 30. 

East Grinstead U.D.C.—Surveyor. (Materials.) 

_ Kesteven €.C.—County S., County Offices. Slea- 
ford, Lincolnshire. (Materials.) é 
JANUARY 1. 

Carshalton U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 

Southgate B.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 

; JANUARY 2. 

Lichfield T.C.—E. & S. (Mater‘a’s.) 


*Godstone 
Baldwins Hill, E. & 8. 


& &., 


City E., 18, 


: JANUARY 5, 
Staines U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 
Monmouthshire G-On City 

nouthshire C.C.—City E. & S., New 
(Materials.) ' ina 
JANUARY 8. 
Camberwell B.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 
; JANUARY 9. 
Kensington B.C.—Clerk. (Materials.) 
ANUARY 13. 
Maidenhead B.C.—B_E. & S. 
JANUARY 15. 
Birkenhead C.B.—E. & 8. (Materials.) 
Ilkeston B.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 
JANUARY 19, 
Kent C.C.—Surveyor. (Materials.) 
"1 JANUARY 20. 
Twickenham B.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials.) 
JANUARY 27. 
St. Pancras B.C.—Clerk. (Materia's.) 
NO DATE. 
Hampshire C.C.—Surveyor. (Materials.) 


(Materials.) 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


DECEMBER 29. 
Peterborough T.C.—Roads and sewers, 
the Dogsthorpe northern housing estate. 
Town Hall. Dep. £2. 


JANUARY 5, 

Dover 8.C.—Snargate-st. improvement. 

Brook House, Dover. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 6. 

*Dronfield Pioneer Heath and Housing Society, 
Ltd.—Roads and sewers on site near ‘“‘The Avenue,” 
Dronfield, Derbyshire. Mrs. Marianne Walter (A.), 
11, Collegiate-cres., Sheffield, 10. Dep. £2 2s. 

tHayes and Harlington U.D.C.—Roads and 
sewers on Barnhil! estate (western section), Hayes. 
E. & S., Town Hall, Hayes, Middx. 

JANUARY 10. 

South Kesteven R.D.C.—Construction of sewers, 
pumping stations and sewage treatment works, etc., 
in connection with the South Kesteven drainage, 
Contract No. 4. G. B. Kershaw _& Kaufman, 1, 
Victoria-st., Westminster, S.W.1. Dep. £5 5s. 

JANUARY 18. 
Yeovil R.D.C.—Works of sewerage and 


ete., on 


City E., 


B.E., 


sewage 
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disposal in parishes of East and West Coker. Ross 
Hooper & Harvey, consultaft engineers, 3, Market- 
pl., Chippenham, Wilts. Dep. £2. 

JANUARY 22. 

Bullingdon R.D.C.—Chinnor and District sewerage 
and sewage disposal scheme. J. E. Busfield, 
M.I.Mun.E., E. & S., Council Offices, 76, Banbury- 
rd., Oxford. Dep. £5 5s. 

FEBRUARY 2. 

*North Kesteven R.D.C.—Pipe sewers, 2 sewage 
pumping stations, etc., Waddington. F. Foster, . 
31, Clasket-gate, Lincoln. Dep. £5 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Caterham and Warlingham.—Hovses snp FLAts.— 
T.P. Comm. have approved plans submitted by 
Harold Williams & Partners, chartered surveyors 
and auctioneers, 80, High-s .,_ Croydon, for two 
s.d. houses and eight flats on site 44, Blanchmans- 
rd., Warlingham. 

Dagenham.—Civic ResTavRraNt.—B.C, propose to 
erect New Goresbrook Civic Restaurant. | Archi- 
tects, Evans, Crowe, Thompson and Whitehead, 
Prudential-bldgs., 5, High-st., Romford. 

Friern Barnet.—F.Lats.—Housing comm. propose 
to erect seven flats on housing site No. 9, Malvern 
Lodge. The architect for the scheme is Mr. Henry 
Braddock, A.R.I.B.A., 15, Adeline-pl., Bedford-sq., 
W.1. 

Friern Barnet.—DeveLopment.—Mr. Henry Brad- 
dock, A.R.I.B.A., 15, Adeline-pl., Bedford-sq., W.C.1, 
has been invited to accept the appointment of 
architect for the development of the St. Peter’s 
School site. ; 3 

Friern Barnet.—F.ats.—In our issue of Novem- 
ber 17 the address of Mr. E. Howard Sadler, 
A.R.I.B.A., who is the architect for a flats scheme 
on site No. 8. Woodhouse-rd., was wrongly given. 
a address is 14, Hadley-rd., New Barnet, 

erts. 

Hammersmith.—Acep Persons’ DweELLinGs.— 
L.C.C. have approved the erection of aged persons’ 
—. at 1/12. Sycamore-gdns., W.6. Architect 
is FE. 
W.C.1 

Hammersmith.—Orrices.—L.C.C. have approved 
application by Collcutt and Hamp, F.R.I.B.A., 126, 
Wigmore-st., W.1. for the erection of an office build- 
ing at rear of Minford-gdns. 

Hammersmith.—Appitions.—L.C.C. have approved 
an application by Sir John Burnet, Tait and 
Partners, FF.R.I.B.A.. 18, Bedford-sq.. W.C.1, for 
the construction of two brick structures at the 
Royal Masonic Hospital, W.6. 

Leyton.—Hovusres.—T.P. Comm. have approved 
scheme submitted by the Boro’ Engineer and 
Surveyor for the erection of four houses on the 
Borthwick-rd. area. : 

Wood Green. — Extension. — Vine & Vine, 
AA.R.I.B.A., Tudor-chbrs., Station-rd., Wood Green, 
N.22, propose the erection of two-storey extension 
at rear of 5, Cheapside, High-rd., providing addi- 
tional storage and staff accommodation for Philip 
Bros. (Character Shoes), Ltd. 

Wood Green.—ALteritTions.—Mr. C. FE. Owen 


Berry Webber, A.R.I.B.A., 39, Gordon-sq., 
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Telephone: CANonbury 4281 











December 15 1950 


Ward, L.R.1.B.A., Midland Bank-chbrs., Aldermans 
Hill, Palmers Green, N.13, has prepared plans for 
alterations to convert two existing store buildings 
into a single building at premises at rear of 45/51, 
Commerce-rd. 

Wood Green.—F.iats snp Suops.—Borough En- 
gineer has prepared plans for the erection of 18 
flats and 5 shops on site at corner of Lordship-la. 
and Ellenborough-rd. B.C. have made compulsory. 
parchase order for the land. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Alston.—Tenders to be obtained by R.D.C. from 
selected builders for more houses at Nenthead. 
Architects, Graham & Roy,  Paternoster-row, 
Carlisle. : 

Barnard Castle.—U.D.C. to submit to Cty. Plan- 
ning Officer layout plan for 30 houses on Bede 
Kirk ground. ee 

Barnsley.—M.E. approved erection of Athersley 
Jun. Sch. No. 2, at £81,800, and conversion of East- 
gate property, at £7,500 (1951-2 programme). i 

Birkenhead.—M.E. approved erection of Christ- 
church Jun. C.E. Sch. in 1951 programme (£50,000). 

Birkenhead.—T.C. has instructed architect for the 
Woodchurch Estate (Herbert J. Rowse, F.R.LB.A.) 
to negotiate with Lloyd & Cross, contractors, for 
two contracts of 152 and 98 houses, respectively. 

Bradford.—City A. to prepare revised scheme for 
adaptations at St. George’s Hall; also plans for 
restoration of Carlton Grammar Sch. for Further 
Education. 

Brighouse.—B.C. approved plans for :—Exten- 
sions to mill, Bradford-rd., Bailiffe Bridge, for 
North Vale Doubling Co., Ltd.—B.C. propose 44 
houses, Stoney-la. estate, and 36 houses, Cain-la. 
estate. 

Burnley.—Boro’ S. to submit to M.H. detailed 
layout of Brick House and Palace estates to pro- 
vide 210 houses, 72 flats, 28 bungalows, and 10 shops 
with living accommodation above. : 

Bury.—E.C. approved yams for cty. prim. sch. at 
Rochdale Old-rd.—R. Chadwick & Son (Bury), 
Itd.. propose maintenance and transport depot, 
Frederick-st. 

Caernarvonshire.—E.C. seek MA. of 
new sec. sch. at Brynrefail. 

Chester.—B.C. approved first instalment of scheme 
for shopping centre at Blaeon. . 

Darlington.—Approval in principle has bee 
given by Newcastle-on-Tyne Reg. Hospital Brd. to 
£130,000 remodelling scheme at Darlington 
Maternity Hospital. 

Durham.—Cty. Ed. Com. to build a school ab 
Birtley. Plans by Cty. A., G. R. Clayton, Court-la., 
Durham. 

Golborne.—U.D.C. to erect 30 houses at Risley. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—U.D.C. to build 16 houses, 
instead of’ a community centre, They will also 
build a further 120 houses. Surveyor, W. H. 
Smith, Cel. Offices, Houghton-le-Spring, Co: 
Durham. 

irthlingborough.—U.D.C. to consider plans for 3¢ 
houses, Addlington-rd. site. 

Jarrow.—Stephenson & Gillis, Saville-chbrs., 
North-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are architects for 
factory on Bede Trading estate, Jarrow. 

Manchester.—T.C. propose multi-storey flats at 
Northern Moor. Approved plans fors—l6 aged 
persons’ bungalows (Scheme 117); 84 flats (Scheme 
119); 14 aged persons’ bungalows (Scheme 118); 78 
flats (Scheme 120); 17 houses (extension to Scheme 
98a); 14 houses and nine cottage flats (extension 
to Scheme 98b); seven aged persons’ bungalows 
(Scheme 99a). All at Woodhouse Park and Moss 
Nook neighbourhoods. 

22 dwellings for aged persons, communal centre 
and district nurses’ block at Western-rd., Wast- 
dale-rd., Baguley.—Approved new territorial army 
centre at Bolton Woods House. 1002. Burnage-la., 
West Disbury.—To include £60,000 in 1951-2 esti- 
mates for health centre, Hall-la., Baguley. Plans 
by City A., L. C. Howitt. 

Manchester.—Further extensions comprising 
students’ union and library extensions are proposed 
at Manchester University, at £1,000,000. 

Middlesbrough.—E.C.’s_ educational programme 
includes cty. prim. sch. and R.C. prim. sch., at 
Berwick Hills; cty. prim. sch. at Park End; and 
cty. prim. sch. at Pallister Park. 

Middlesbrough.—E.C.’s_ building programme for 
next year includes Green-la. Cty. Prim. sch.. to 
cost £86,240; Brambles-Thorntree R.C. Prim. Sch. 
(£86.240); Middle Beck No. 1 Sec. Sch. (£148.920). 
On reserve list are the Berwick Hills Cty. Prim. 
Sch. (£98.560); and Constantine Tech College ex- 
tensions (£40.000).- Education A., is at Woodlands- 
rd., Middlesbrough. 

Nowcastle-on-Tyne.—City Municipal Buildings 
Com. has recommended that work should begin 
towards end of next year on a new town hall and 
municipal offices at Barras Bridge. Totgl cost, 
£2.000.000. First stage would comprise offices to 
cost £461.091. Plans by City A. (George Kenyon), 
18. Cloth-market, Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Dryden & Shaw, 6, Market- 
st... Newcastle, have prepared plans for 18 houses, 
Druridge-dr. and Blakemoor-pl., for Graham & 
Mansworth, bnilders, 454, Denton-rd., Newcastle.— 
Plans have been approved for werkshop and ware- 
house at Walker, for Barnett & Holiday. to plans 
by G. Barnetj, 22, Coquetdale-av., Walker, New- 
castle.—C. Solomon, St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle, has 
prepared’ plans for further additions. Nun-st., for 
Farnons. Lid.—R. J. Stienlet. Elmfield-rd., Gosforth, 
is architect for rebuilding of Apollo Cinema. 

Newcastle-unon-Tyne.—Ed. Com. to extend 


approval 
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Pendower Sch. City A., G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth- 
market, Newcastle. ; 

North Riding.—Ed. Com. to build sch. at Roman- 
by. Cty. A., County Hall, Northallerton, 

Northumberland.—Ed. Com. to build sec. mod. 
sch. at Newburn. Cty, A.. W. W. Tasker, County 
Hall, Newcastle. 

Otiey.—T.C. propose 29 houses and four flats, 
Weston-la. estaie. : i 

Padgate (Lanes).—Parochial Church Council 
propose renovatiun of Church Day Sch., at £15,000. 

Rubery and Hollymoor.—Hospitals Management 
Com. propose reconstruction of engineering block 
and modernisation of sanitary annexes and new 
nurses’ home at Rubery Hospital._—Canteen and 
improvements to concert hall at Rubery Hill. 

Runcorn.—U.D.C. approved plans for:—Rebuild- 
ing of bank premises, High-st., for District Bank, 
Ltd., Estates Dept., Spring-gdns., Manchester.— 
Extensions to drawing offices at Castner Kellner 
Works, for I.C.1., Ltd. (General Chemicals Div.). 

St. Helens.—Trusiees of Sutton Manor Methodist 
Mission approved plans for new church at Forest- 
rd., at £9,000. , 

Salford.—T.C.’s 1951-2 programme provides for :— 
12 flats, Ladywel! Extensions (£17,500); 35 flats, 
Devonshire-rd. (£48.000) ; 24 flats, Bury-st. (£33,006) ; 
66 flats, Islington-st. (£50,000); 21 flats, Cumber- 
land-st.; 32 flats, Lord-st. (£30,000); 12 flats, Stott- 
la. (£15,000); 142 flats and eight shops, Trinity 
Clearance Area (£165,000); 11 houses, Seedley-ter. 
(£15,000); 12 houses, Southgarth (£15,000); eight 
houses, Lostock-rd. (£9,300). ; 

First instalments of Duke-st. Prim, Sch. 
(£50,000); Clarendon Mod. Sch. (£20,000); and new 
police headquarters at The Crescent (£10,000).— 
Police housing (£7,500). New public washhouses, 
Regent-rd. and Holland-st. (£27,500).—Preliminary 
expenditure of £10,000 on Tech. College extension 
scheme. City E., W. A. Walker. : 

Settle —R.D.C. propose 16 houses at Ingleton, six 
at Long Preston. 

Sou t.—E.C. approved plans for extensions to 
Tech. College, at £60,000 

South Shields.—T.C. propose following schemes :— 
Simonside (Section 2), 250 houses; Simonside (Sec- 
tion 4), 100 houses and 50 flats; 12 flats over shops, 
Lizard-la.; and 32 single persons’ houses. Boro’ E., 
John Reid, Town Hall. 

South Shields.—Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., 
South Shields, are architects for ice-cream factory, 
Back Ocean-rd., for Minchella Bros.; offices and 
stores at the Mill Dame, for Peterson Bros., ship- 
ping butchers; and alterations to brewery, Dunelm- 
st., for Westoe Brewery.—Plans by J. M. ‘Angus, 
Hanover-sq., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for a club and 
institute in Green-la. for Simonside Workmen’s 
Club and Institute have been approved. 

Sunderland.—Corporation has received approval 
for spending of £55,000 on new health centre. Boro’ 
E., J. E. Lewis. 

Sunderland.—T.C. ig being recommended to sub- 
mit to M.H. 250.000 scheme for a slaughterhouse. 
H. C. Bishop, Boro’ A.—T.C. considering erection 
of bus depot at Pallion. Boro’ A., H. C. Bishop, 
Grange ouse, Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 

Sunderland and District Nursing Association, 
Murton-st., Sunderland, are considering erection ef 
an vante-natal clinic. Architects, S. W. Wilburn & 
Partners, 9, Esplanade, Sunderland 

Upholiand.—U.D.C. seek foan of £15,464 for 12 
houses, Mill-la. 

Wallasey.—E.C. preparing quantities for Mount- 
rd. Prim, Sch; propose Tech. Sch., Church-st. area. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

$ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

© Denotes accepted by H. M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

Ainwick.—18 flats at Alnmouth, for R®B.C. 
Architect, T. J. Cahill, Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Aln- 
wick: *R. & G. Brown, Ltd., Amble, £35,485 (sub- 
ject to M.H. approval). 

Amble.—Eight Airey U.D.C.: *R. 
Carse & Sons, Amble. 

Barnsley.—52 houses,, New Lodge estate, for T.C.: 
*C. F. Ibbotson, Windyridge, Windmill-la., Womb- 
well, £23.677 (18); *T. H. Watford, 40, Lundnill-rd., 
Wombwell, £40.878 (34). 

Bishop Auckland —118 houses on the Woodhouse 
Close estate, for U.D.C.: *Edwin Pye & Son, East- 
par., Bishop Auckland (subject to M.H. approval). 

Blackpool.—10 aged persons’ bungalows at Mere- 
side. for T.C.: *W. A. Robson, Ltd., Blackpool-rd., 
Highfurlong, £10,143 (22 houses); *T. Bannister & 
Sons, 176, Queen’s-dr., Northshore, £29,250. 

Bury.—Adaptation of ‘Beech Grove” and 
“South View ” for residential accommodation, for 
l.C.: *Thos. Eaves, Radcliffe, £5,500; 30 houses at 
Brandlesholme No 3a_ site. *Middleton & Co. 
Blackpool). Ltd., £34 844. 

Dagenham.—Manor primary school, Western-ave., 
*E. N. Smith (Croydon), Ltd. *£80,000. 

Doncaster._Hou:es at Intake Estate, for B.C.: 
“J. S. Pott (8); *Wright & Kidger Bros., 2, Church- 
1., Bessacarr (8); *W. Dodd, Thorne-rd, (4); 
‘C. E. Flanagan (4); *Utley & Farmery (4). (All 
of. Doncaster and accepted subject to M.H.) 

Gymnasium at Balby Mod. Sec. Sch for E.C.: 
Hemsworth Bros., 62, Ravensworth-rd., Doncaster, 
£11,543. 

Droitwich.—Erection of 12 bungalows at 
Farm estate, for B.C. B.E. & S., Town 


houses, for 
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Droitwich: *Geo. Bourne, Ltd., 23, Ombersley-st., 
Droitwich, £13,663. ; 

Droyisden.—52 flats at _ Moorside estate, for 
U.D.C.: *W. Chappell & Sons, Ltd., Chappell-rd., 
Droylsden. 

Dundee.—Erection of factory on Dundee Indus- 
trial estate, for C. V. A. Jigs, Moulds, and Tools, 
of Brighton. *G. Martin, builders, Broughty Ferry. 

Edinburgh.—_New Midlothian Oxo Buildings at 
£15,000, to be erected at The Bankhead, Broadway, 
Sighthill. Architects, Robert J. Walker & Smith, 
F:R.1.B.A,, , West Regent-st., Blyths Wood, 


Glasgow, “wW.C.2. *Colin MacAndrew and Partners, . 


Ltd., West End, Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Primary School Gleaspen-st., - 
house. Mr. John McNab, F.R.I.B.A., 129, Bath-st., 
Glasgow, W.C.2, *Robert Londer, Ltd., Glasgow, 
£11,457. via ig 

Gu.idford.—Alterations and additions to munici- 
pal offices and 201, High-st., for B.C. G. H. Causey, 
B.Sc., A.M.Inst.C.E., Boro’ E. Quantities by 
F. W. Norris, A.R.LC.S.: *Deeks & Steere, Ltd., 
22, Hare-la., Godalming, £12,501. 

Hartlepool.—16 houses, for T.C. R. H. Snowball, 
Boro’ E.: *Direct Labour. 

Herefordshire. —Erection of new sec. mod. sch., 
Ross-on-Wye, for C.C, Architects, Stratton Davis 
& Yates, 12, Queen-st., Gloucester. Engineers, 
Hoare, Lea & Partners, 39, Broad-st., Bristol. 
Quantities by Vale & Kingsford, 25, St. Aldate-st., 
Gloucester: *W. Bowers & Co. (Hereford), Ltd., 
Bath-st., Hereford, £122,250. é 

Jarrow.—An oil fuel storage and paint house, 
for the Mercantile Dry Dock Co., Ltd., Jarrow: 
*Harbour & General Works, Ltd., London & New- 
castle. Storage tanks: *Whessel Foundry Co, 
Ltd., Darlington. 

Liverpool.—Two blocks of six shops, four houses, 
eight flats and ten garages: *The Unit Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd., Liverpool, £67,966. 12 flats: *C. J. 
Doyle & Sons, Ltd., Liverpool, £19,000. 

GLonden (Admiralty).— Particulars 
placed by Civil Engineerx-in-Chiet’s 
Admiralty :— 

Alexandria, Dunbartonshire, 
dustrial Engineering, Ltd., Mellier House, 
marle-st., London, W.1. 

GLondon (Air Ministry).—New contracts to value 
of £500 or over for week ended December 2:— 

Building work: Bunting Construction Co., Ltd., 
London, S.W.2; J. Laing & Son, Ltd., London, 
N.W.7; C. Jenner & Son, Ltd., Folkestone; Geo. 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, W.6; R, G. Carter, 
Ltd., Drayton, Norwich; A. J. Dunning & Sons 
(Weyhill), Ltd., Weyhill, Hants; W. Llewellyn & 
Sons, Ltd., London, E.C.4; G. & J. Seddon, Lid., 
Little Hulton, nr. Bolton; John Hunt, Ltd., Gos- 
port, Hants; Wm. Nicholls, Ltd., Gloucester; 
John Tinline, Ltd., Bury, Lancs; Sir A, McAlpine & 
Son, Ltd., Wolverhampton; C. R. Price, Doncaster, 
Yorks; J, & A. Brazier, Ltd., Bromsgrove, Worcs. 

Painting work: Spraycroft Co., Ltd., Bromley, 
Kent; M. A. Appleton (Cttrs.), Ltd., Wolverhampton. 
Overslabbing and resurfacing hardstandings, etc. : 
Hadsphaltic Const. _Co., td., London, E.C.3. 
Maintenance work: J. A. Bailey, Cheadle, Staffs. 
Dismantling of hangar: Robert Paterson, Keith. 
Heating and hot-water services: Ashwell & Nesbit, 


of contracts 
Dept., 


Building work, In- 
Albe- 








important 
pou TSe 


* perfect alignment 
* well soldered joints 
% steel cored cames 
% watertight glazing 
% super finish 


wy 


e 
: tghts 
PRODUCT OF 


ENGLAND'S LARGEST GLAZING CONTRACTORS 


100, Westminster Bridge Rd., 
LONDON, S.E.! ¢ 


Phone ‘- WATerloo 6314 (6 lines) 


651 


ay Leicester; Norris Warming Co., Ltd., London, 
1 


{London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W_ 

during week ended December 2. 

ndon: Bentham Court, Essex-rd., Islington, 
Alterations and adaptations for new branch fo. 
E. H. Burgess, 34, Grosvenor-gdne., London, S.W.1, 
Natural History Museum, London, S.W.7, Repairs 
cleaning and decorations, Ernie Bayliss, Ltd., 88, 
St. Stephen's House, London, S.W.1. 13/15, Gt. 
Scotland Yard, Adaptations, Galbraith, Bros., Ltd., 
3, High Holborn, London, W.C.1. St. Mary's Gate, 
Greenwich Park, Repairs and alterations, Henry 
Kent (Builders), Lid., 51, Beacon-rd., S$. E.13. 

Bedfordshire: Government offices, Goldington-rd., 
Bedford, Internal alterations, H. F. Bull & Sons, 
High-st., Sandy. Glamorganshire: Birch Grove, 
Cardiff, Erection of T.0.B., Gee Walker & Slater, 
Ltd., Coychurch-rd., Bridgend. Gloucestershire: 
50/52, Prince-st., Bristol, Hutted office accommoda- 
tion, J. Perkins & Sons, Ltd., St. Mark’s-rd., Easton, 
Bristol. Eastwood Park, Falfield, Erection of two 
pairs of cottages, K. Warne, Ltd., 673, Fishponds- 
rd., Fishponds, Bristol. N.S.H.C. Hostel, Brock- 
worth, Internal decorations, W. J. B. Halls, Ltd. 
Barton Yates. ; , 

Hampshire: Royal Southern Yacht Club, South- 
anrpton, Reinstatement and adaptations, P. W. 
Dowman, “ Rotherwood,” Batley-rd., Southampton. 
Kent: ‘* Clermont,” High-st., Cranbrook, Alterations 
and adaptations, Trenas, Ltd., 149, High-st., Tenter- 
den. Lancashire: Parcel Post Office, Hatton-gdns., 
Liverpool, Internal decorations, C. & G. L. Desoer, 
Ltd., 2/4," Marathon-st., Liverpool. Ministry of 
Labour, Windmill-la., Denton, Internal and external 
painting, J. Ferguson & Co. (Decorators), Ltd., 
Gore-st., Salford. Windy Hill, Erection of television 
relay station, Higgs & Hill, Ltd., 33, St. Paul’s-st. 
Leeds. < 

Surrey: Guildford, Erection of abattoir, C. F. 
Kearley, Ltd. Grove Works, British-gr., Chiswick, 
W.4.. Warwickshire: County Court, Newton-st., 
Birmingham, Internal cleaning and decorations, 
W. B. & F. T. Archer, Rookery-rd., Handsworth, 
Birmingham, 21. Wiltshire: Westwells Hostel, 
Hawthorn, Internal painting, A. Bagnell & Sons, 
Ltd., 146, West-st., Bristol. Yorkshire: Arneliffe 
Wood, Dr. Osmotherly, North Riding, Erection of 
elevision relay station, F. S ES Li 
Blue Bridge-la., York. eS Sa Bee 

{London (War Dept).—Works contracts 
by W.D. during week ended December 2:— 

Dorset : Building, Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Ham- 
mersmith, London. Hampshire: Building, Sellick 
Nicholls & Co., Ltd., St. Austell. Antrim: Miscel- 
laneous, N. McDowell, Larne. Breconshire: Altera- 
tions to sanitary annexes, E. C. Jordan & Son, Ltd., 
Newport, Mon. Cheshire: Dismantling and removal 
gym., Factory Maintenance, Ltd., Newport, Mon. 
Herefordshire: Roadwork, O. J. Elliot & Co., Ltd 
— 9. i a 

‘orks: Miscellaneous, J, Pullan & Sons, Ltd., 
Leeds. Durham: Resurfacing parade ground, Con- 

t Co., Ltd., Derby. Kent: Building, 
C. J. Howard & Son, Ltd., Chatham; Miscellaneous, 
H. Goodsell, Maidstone. Gloucestershire : Roadwork, 
Hadphaltic Construction Co., Ltd., Cheltenham. 
Hampshire: Miscellaneous, G. W. Oliver & Sons 
Ltd.. ‘Basingstoke. Wiltshire: Fencing. J. & f1. 
Challis, Andover. Hertfordshire: Painting, W. T 
Pickering & Sons, Ltd., Watford. 

Manchester.—78 flats at Woodhouse Park and 
Moss Nook, for T.C.: *G. & J. Seddon. Ltd., Little 
Hulton. 134 flats at Greenwood-rd., Wythenshawe: 
*Direct Labour (subject to M.H. approval) ; Branch 
library at Hollyedge-rd., Wythenshawe: *Roy & 
Partners, Ltd., Cross-st., Manchester; Conversion 
of St. Saviour’s Sunday-schoo] as a nursery school: 
*F. Marsland, Stockport; Erection of Woodhouse-la. 
—_ sch.: *Intergrated Constructions, Ltd., Lon- 

on. 

Newbiggin.—New duty rooms at the Coastguard 
Station at Newbiggin: *R. R. Finlay, 2, North 
View-ter.. Newbiggin-by-the-Sea, Northumberland. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Additions and alterations to 
Ministry of Works offices, Newcastle-on-Tyne: 
*C. S. Hogg (Builders), Ltd., 259, Two Ball Lonnen 
Newcastle. : 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of orphanage, for 
the Northern Counties Orphanage. Architect 
William Stockdale, 73, Howard-st., North Shields: 
*Thomas Clements & Son, Selborne-gdns., Jesmond 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. ; 

Rotherham.—72 houses at Broom Valley estat 
for T.C.: *O. Weaver & Sons, Ltd.. astington =" 

Royston.—28 honses at The Grove site. Station- 
rd., for U.D.C.: *Royston Bnilders, Ltd.. North-rd 
— nr. Barnsley, £38.621. i 
_ Runcorn.—22 houses at Greenlands estate exten- 
sion. for U.D.C.: *Wm. : Sons, Ltd 
7 ly Thornten & Sons, Ltd., 

Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd.—Con- 
tracts placed for period Octoher 22 to November 20. 

: Site Servicing 
_ Dysart, Kirkcaldy (4 Weir), Burgh Parks Super- 
intendent, 36, Hunter-sq., Kirkcaldy, laving ont of 
open spaces; Crosshill & Meadows, Campheltown 
100 weir), Robert Weir & Son, 81, Longrow, 
Campbeltown, heel of pavement kerb. 
House Erection 

Auchenback, Barrhead (50 Miller), S.-W. Scotland 
Electricity Board, Glasgow, electricity services; 
Rorestone, Stirling (26 Trad.), Lockhart & Mack 
38, Craigs, Stirling. electrical work ; tick 


placed 


et 
Geo. Kirk, 20, 
Cool-st., Glasgow, glazier work; Rolland Decorators, 
Ltd., Commercial-rd., Leven. painter_ work; J. Wal- 
lace & Co., 62, Lower Bridge-st., Stirling, plaster 
work; P. Knox and Son, Ltd., 31, Crighton-pl., 
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Edinburgh, plumber work; D. & J. Ogilvy, Inver- 

allen-rd., Bridge of Allan, mason and brick work; 

A. Christie & Son, Baker-st., Stirling, joiner work. 
Langside Park, Kilbarchan (8 Trad.), Scottish Gas 








SOUTH WALES & MON 
REGIONAL COUNCIL 


INVITE YOU TO JOIN 


THE FEDERATION OF 
MASTER BUILDERS 


BRANCHES ALL OVER 


— WALES — 


PER 
YEAR 





SUBSCRIPTION £4.4. 


CONSIDER THESE BENEFITS 


F.M.B. YEAR BOOK 
MONTHLY BULLETINS 
CURRENT WORKING RULES 
TECHNICAL & LEGAL ADVICE 
ADVANTAGEOUS INSURANCE TERMS 
REPAIRS FINANCE SCHEME 
Etc., Etc. 





THE BUILDER 


Board, Johnstone, gas service piping. awe of 
Fintry, Dundee (100 No-Fines), Scottish Gas~ Board, 
Dundee, gas services; Knappy Loan, Milton of 
Campsie (26 Orlit), Barnet & Morton, Ltd., Kirk- 
caldy, divisional and chain link fencing; Head 
Oifice, Palmersion-pl., Edinburgh, Northern Sports 
Ground Construction ‘Co., Edinburgh, strong room 
ceiling; Bow Farm, Greenock (100 Commissioners), 
A. M. Tweedie & Co., lid., 44/52, Bilbao-st., e~4 
gow, front and division fencing; Tullibody, Delph- 
wood (228 Trad.), S.-E. Scotland Elec. Board, sin 
service cables; Caponflat, Haddington (26 Trad.}, 
David Turnbull, Brewery Park, Haddington, plumber 
work ; Cairnhill, New Cumnock (76 Weir; 52 Atholl; 
52 Cruden), Scottish Gas Board, Kilmarnock, gas 
services; Loanhead, Midlothian (26 Trad.), Barnet 
& Morton, Ltd., Kirkcaldy, chain link fencing. 
Carskeoch, Patna (50 Weir), Barnet & Morton 
Ltd., Kirkcaldy, intermediate & front boundary 
fencing ; Tullibody, Clackmannan (44 Trad.), Scot- 
tish Gas Board, Alloa, gas services; Inchnacardoch, 
Inverness-shire (8 Trad.), Leslie Gordon, Keith Hall: 
rd., Inverurie, roof tiler and roughcast ; Thomas 
Tulloch, /79, Church-st., Inverness, painter; 
Netherthird, Cumnock (16 Trad.; 16 Atholl; 4 Weir), 
S.-W. Scotland Electricity Board, Greenholm-st., 
Kilmarnock, electric mains and _ services; Currie; 
Midlothian (48 Cruden), Scottish Gas Board, 15, 
Carlton-hill, Edinburgh, gas services; West End, 
Fraserburgh (32 Miller), Scottish Gas Board, 94, 
Mid-st., Fraserburgh, gas services; Cuiken Burn, 
No. 2 Penicuik (e0 Miller), Scottish Gas_ Board, 
Penicuik District, Penicuik, gas services; Chryston, 
Lanark (102 Trad.), S.-W. Scotland Elect. Board, 
Almada-st., Hamilton, electricity services. 
Site Servicing 

Clackmannan (56 Athol), S.S.H.A., 
Ltd., second sta o - servicing works; Sauchie, 
Clackmannan, S. Lid., retaining wall 

South Shields.- aaa to “‘ Rockcliffe”’ for 
T.C.’s Welfare Committee: *Applebys (Builders), 
Ltd., Trafaigar-st., geet Aged son £9,037. 
South Shieids.—10 houses in Nelson-av. Archi- 
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mith & Partners, 3, Winchester-st., 


tects, G. R. §& 
*J. W. Ridley, St. Mary’s-av., South 


South Shields : 
Shields. ; 

South Shields.—Alterations to Stanhope House, 
for T.C. John Reid, Boro’ E.: *M. 8. Failes, Ltd., 
Coatsworth-rd., Gateshead, £10,045. 

South Shields.—Erection’ of three- -storey flats in 
Farding-sq., for T.C. John Reid, Boro’ E.: 
*Direct Labour, £82,550 (in place of tender with- 
drawn). Supply of sanitary fittings, hardware and 
fireplaces : * J. Wares, Ltd., King-st., South 
Shields. 

Staffs.—Erection of cty. , at_Yarnfield 
Stone for C.C. A. C. Stilman, F.R.LB.A., 
architect and surveyor, Greenhall, Lichfield-rd.., 
Stafford. Quantities by H. Vale & Sons. *The 
Moultons Construction Co., 48/50, High-st., Tun- 
stall, Stoke-on-Trent, £13,830. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—12 houses at Stillington, for 

-D.C.: *3. W. Henderson & Co., Church-rd., 
Stockton. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—Erection of Hanley High School, 
Bucknall, for E.C.: *G. Percy Trentham, LAd., 
£325,000. 


Stratford-on-Avon.—72 houses at Redlands estate: 
tD. Ritchie, Welford-on-Avon. 

Sunderiand.—Completion of the crematorium at 
Bishopwearmouth Cemetery, for T.C. Boro’ A., 

. Bishop, Grange House, Stockton-rd., Sunder- 
land: *R. Hudson & Sons, St. Mark’s-cres., Sun- 
derland. 

Wallsend.—New Baptist church hall on the 
Kings estate. Architect, William Stockdale, 73, 
Howard-st., North Shields: *Haverys Contractors, 
Lid., 38, The Side, Newcastle-on- Tyne. 

Wednesbury.—Six shops and flats at Park-la. 
estate, for T.C.: *T. Teisen, Eckersall-rd., Kings 
Norton, Birmingham. 

West Brid ford.—16 flats at Valley-rd. estate, for 
Sl rogressive Builders, Ltd., Carlton, 

0 

West Bromwich.—16 flats in four blocks at Har- 
vills Hawthorne estate, for B.C.: “Sir Alfred 
mea & Son, Ltd., Waterloo-rd., Wolverhamp- 
on 1 

Wey’ mouth and Melcombe Regis.—78 houses. 
Dendelane estate, for T.C. F. H. Clinch, B.Sc., 
A.M.Inst.C.E., B.E. & 8.: *Richards 
ments), Ltd., Upwey, Dorset, £97,442. 
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